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Had not the present been “Christmas week,” we should 
have presented a supplementary sheet to this number to 
dispose of some more of the documents, loath as we are 
to incur extra expenditures in these pinching times. 


We have taken, or made, an opportunity this week, 
to relieve the solemn and long documentary face of our 
sheet, and insert a few miscellaneous articles—among 
them some items and remarks concerning the present 
state, and future prospects of, the ‘“‘currency”—which, 
by the bye, are solemn” enough—dark and gloomy, 
and covered with an impenetrable veil that must soon 
be lifted, no matter what may be concealed—for the pre- 
sent state of things cannot last long. We have arrived 
at a ‘momentous crisis”’—we wish that it was only one 
of the assortment of ten thousand which Mr. Jitchie 
used to manufacture on demand, or as convenience 
served; but we fear that it is a real one—when men 
must ‘‘serew up” their courage to bear, or forbear, as the 
case may be. ; 

Many rumors are afloat. One says, that certain draughts 
of the United States (mot of the bank of the United 
States), have been dishonored at London, and returned— 
another, that about two millions of the stocks of a cer- 
tain state, which were (lately) at a high advance in Eng- 
land, have been sent back, because of the wreck of 
confidence in American funds, and that the bills drawn 
on the anticipated sale of these stocks have came back 
protested—and a third, that the new deposite banks 
are about to be hardly pressed to meet the demands 
of “the government”—with many fears of disasters in 
money affairs, whether respecting corporate bodies or 
private individuals. Weare not swift to give common 
reports—but this is a time of high feeling and extra- 
ordinary excitement; and, while we would not increase 
that excitement by any use of artificial means, we feel 
ita matter of duty to put our friends on their guard, 
at this season of alarm to men in business, though all 
reasonably prudent persons ought to have stood ‘‘at 
ease,” and employment, with high wages, abounded for 
working men.* If the keeping of the wholesomeness of 
the curreney has been violently transferred to stock-gam- 
blers and money-shavers, through ignorance of its na- 
ture, or from any other cause, the fault does not rest 
with us—nor shall we remain neutral, and quietly suffer 
our part in the common distress or ruin that seems to im- 
pend. But we would exhort the people to coolness— 
that they may do nothing precipitately, and render al- 
most certain the evils which so many apprehend are 
about to come upon us, from the derangement of the 
currency which has happened. And there is no possibi- 
lity of a mistake in saying, that the present is a most 
critical time with respect to the value of lands and 
houses, and all sorts of commodities and effeets, profits 
and credits, earned or to beeome due—and that, by hur- 
ry and haste, misfortunes may be assured which are yet 
only in prospect, and possibly tu be avoided by altered 
proceedings, though the credit lost will be hard to re- 
gain, especially in Europe, where it has been so import- 
ant to us, in the many and great facilities afforded in the 
construction of our public works, &e. As an instance of 
the precipitancy which we would avoid, the “Baltimore 
Gazette” of Thursday last has a letter from Sykesville, 
(on the Baltimore and Ohio rail road) dated the 25th 
instant, which says that the ‘‘prospeet of a decline in 
price” had caused a great effort, and that one Aundred 
and forty cars, loaded with flour, would pass that village 
for Baltimore, in the night of the day above given.”? Why 
should flour deeline in price? Only a small portion of 
the last crop is yet in the market! The meaning is, 


— 





*Hundreds appear to be discharged every Saturday evening, 
and especially at Philadel phia—the employers not being able to 
make sales or obtain money to pay them. 
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that money is expected to beeome more scarce; arid hence 
more valuable. But for the effect—will not sueh sudden 
rushes to the market tend to produce the result which is 
feared! Who, on a falling price, will purchase an ex- 
cess quantity of any commodity—unless, in his opinion, 
the lowest probable price has arrived, and in times like 
these when the use of money is hired at 24 or 36 per 
cent. per annum! 

Confidenee in American stocks has been mightily sha- 
ken in Europe, and the “hurrah” of the multitude will 
not relieve us for the want of credit there. Asa single 
instance out of many before us, we may observe, that 
one of our subscribers, in this city, has received by the 
last packet ship from Liverpool, a letter from his cor- 
respondent, an intelligent Scottish farmer, in which he 
directs that all his funds in the United States be collect- 
ed from the south and west, where they are now employed, 
and invested as safely as possible in Baltimore, under the 
immediate care of his friend—giving as a reason for *‘e 
change ordered, the clamor raised by ‘‘the government” 
against the United States bank, which would force it to 
curtail its accommodations to the country, and create 
great distress in the community, by unsettling the cur- 
rency. 

The writer of the letter above alluded to resided a 
good many years in the United States, and transacted a 
large business—on returning home he left behind him 
no small amount of funds which he thought happily in 
vested, and without a desire to disturb them: but at 4,000 
miles distance, he has seen approaching events as we saw 
them, and peremptorily ordered that all his funds shall 
be concentrated in the charge of his friend, and so depo- 
sited that they may be at his own sure disposal, when 
called for. He feels that our hitherto unrivalled curren- 
cy cannot be longer relied on, and will probably with- 
draw his fands. He had, perhaps, just seen the paper 
‘read to the cabinet” in the Reeister,( which is receiy- 
ed by him) and hence the decision that he has made. 

(in the article headed ‘*Bank items” will be found se- 
veral facts which seem rather out of date—but they are 
regarded as necessary memorandums of things which 
have appeared. } 

Under the head of ‘*Pennsylvania Politics,” we have 
inserted some queer things, at which many sober men 
willlaugh. ‘‘Nous verrons.”? [By the way—we do not 
recollect to have seen ‘‘nous verrons” used by our old 
friend onsTa pRiNcrpis, for a month or two past, even 
at this ‘momentous crisis.” ‘*‘Has a great man fallen in 
Israel?”—or has he been only “reformed?’’}- 


Mr. McDuffie’s speech on Thursday the 19th, and 
coneluded on Monday the 23rd, on the removal of the 
deposites, is before us. It is surely, one of the greatest, 
if not the greatest effort ever made by him, and not only | 
uncommonly argumentative, but unusually vehement. It 
is one of those things which we must insert, and we shall 
also give the reply to it, which, we suppose, may be ex- 
pected from Mr. Polk—the discussion being on his mo- 
tion. We might, perhaps, have foreed this speech into 
the present sheet, but there was a large number of arti- 
eles on hand, which we did not know how to further post- 
pone the publication of, because of their close connection 
with passing events, and a rightful understanding of im- 
portant things—with which this number is nearly filled. 

Mr. Black, (who sat in the senate at the last session of 
congress, by temporary appointment from the governor), 
has been appointed a senator of the United States from 
the state of Mississippi, for six years from the 4th day of 
March last. 

We understand that judge Porter, of Louisiana, has 
been elected a senator in congress from that state, in the 
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pote “of the lamented Josiah S. Johnston, deceased.— 
adge P. is a gentleman of distingushed talents—and, in 
polities, ‘‘anti-Jackson.” The vote was 32 to 30. 
Certain resolutions against the military academy at 
West Point, have rl the legislature of Tennessee. 
The accusation is founded, we believe, on the aristocracy 
of the institution—but good republicans, even the demo- 
crats, we think, might hear that, for reasons which could 


be assigned, if it were worth the while—unless, indeed, 


politics and favoritism have entered into the establish- 
ment, 


Without disparagement to any other of the few work- 
ing members of congress, we may be allowed to place 

r. Whittlesey, of Ohio, at the head of this class. We 
seldom see his name in the journal of proceedings, ex- 
cept when pushing on business; and yet he can speak 
much better than Rentneds who make the press groan 
with long yarns, addressed rather to the prejudices or 
feelings of their particular county constituents than to the 
reason of the body before which they are delivered. We 
make these remarks in consequence of observing that 
Mr. Whittlesey had passed through the committee of the 
whole,on Friday last week, between 20 and 30 private 
bills, the merits of all which he briefly but conclusively 
explained. 

The contested election in Kentucky, it is said, will 
come up before the house of representatives pretty soon. 
It is not a little remarkable, though Mr. Moore has a 
certificate of his election, and that a large majority of the 
house would admit his claims—if possible, yet he was 
pened on the same footing as Mr. Letcher, and not al- 

owed to take a seat in the house. This was a pretty 
**broad hint.” 


Mr. Normand Smith, jun. a mechanic and the builder 
of his own fortune, who lately died at Hartford, Con. at 
the early age of 35 years—after fully providing for his 
family, and having just contributed 3,400 dollars to the 
building of a church, bequeathed from 10,000 to 12,000 
dollars to works of piety and benevolence. 


Among the reports of the day, it is given out—that 
Mr. Sutherland was induced to give up his judgeship at 
Philadelphia, under the expectation of being made speak- 
er of the house of representatives, on the resignation of 
Mr. Stevenson, to be appointed minister to Fngland; but 
that doubts now existing whether the house will elect Mr. 
Sutherland, it is added that he is to be sent to Russia! 
Are appointments of members of congress to office to have 
no limits? President Jackson, long ago told us, that 
“corruption must be the order of the day” under such 
practices—and our old friend Mr. Ritclwe threw a gallon 
of ink at the head of Mr. Monroe for the comparative- 
ly small number of such appointments made by him. 


_—_ 


We have received a letter from Russelville, Aladama, 
which says—‘‘We have the pleasure of seeing the cars 
on the rail road coming into T'uscumbia almost every 
day, loaded with cotton, and one horse drawing 40 bales, 
each weighing 450 or 500 lbs. So much for internal im- 
provement.” 

Aye—*‘so much for internal improvement!” Had not 
a feverish and childish folly to pay off ‘‘the national 
debt,” prevailed, mixed up as it was by ‘‘scurvy politi- 
cians”’ in their managements of the people—and threg or 
four millions a year been appropriated on just and géne- 
ral principles to assist in the work of internal improve- 
ment, for only 10 or 12 years past, (in which so much 
money might well have been spared), the fee of the 
United States would be worth several hundreds of mil- 


lions more than it is; and the adility of the people to 
support the government, in times of need, increased an 
It is on the prosperity and wealth of the 
people, that every just government should rely; and to 
retard their progress, is about as baby-like as was the act 
of those who killed the ‘‘goose” that laid a golden egg 
We are much pleased however, to observe 


hundred fold. 


every day. 
that, in this instance, as in hundreds of others, the peo 


a 


== 
was not, all Alabama being in possession of the Indian 
tribes—and now a rail road is in successful operation, 

While on this subject we may observe that, in ony 


Opinion, nothing ean be thought of in legislation that j, 


more ridiculous than to see an ‘‘entire” supporter of the 
present administration from Pennsylvania, rise in \js 
place in congress, and gravely present a memorial oy 
resolution asking for an appropriation to favor interna) 
improvement. if such are sensible of the inconsistency 
of their own conduct, it would seem that they must stip- 
pose their constituents may be easily ‘‘humbugged.” 


— 


The ‘Commercial Advertiser” congratulates the pub- 
lic on the fact, that it has become constitutional for the 
United States to improve the navigation of the Hudson 
at the Overslaugh, and that a meeting has been called at 
Albany to take into consideration the propriety of asking 
an appropriation. ‘The call was signed by several dis- 
tinguished members of what is called the ‘‘regency” 
party. : 

Among our ‘‘miseries” was the casting into the fire a 
few days ago, a long and laborious collection of items 
and facts relative to the progress and prospects of inter- 
nal improvements in several of the states. It és a misery 
to spend hours and days in the preparation of articles 
which become stale, for the want of opportunity to in- 
sert them. We shall pay less attention to such things 
until after the rising of congress in June or July next! 


It will be seen by the proceedings of congress that 
another attempt, in the face of the veto, is making to ob- 
tain an appropriation for the Rockville road. 


A project is on foot to make a rail road from Brook- 
lyn to Sag Harbor, thence cross the Sound (15 miles) in 
a steamboat, and join the Stonington, Providence ani 
Boston rail road, by which the travel from New York to 
Boston will be reduced to 12 hours—which, with 6 from 
Philadelphia to New York, will be one-fourth less time 
than was preseribed by Oliver Ewans’ prophecy, for 
which they called him a madman—and, indeed, he so ap- 
peared in the night which preceded the present march 
of improvement and day-light of science. 

A most extraordinary freak of nature occurred, says 
the Kingston, U. C. Herald, during the late storm on 
Lake Erie. A channel was made through Long Peint, 
300 yards wide, and from 11 to 15 deep. It was in con- 
templation to cut a canal at this very plece, the expen- 
ses of which were estimated at £12,000. 

The total amount of coal sent to market, in the late 
season, from the anthracite region of Penusylvania, is 
490,000 tons—say half a million, as the navigation had 
not yet closed, or if at only $4 00 the ton, worth two 
millions of dollars. 

The Lycoming (Penn.) Gazette has the following p- 
ragraph: 

“We state, UPON THE MOST UNQUESTIONABLE AUTHORITY, 
that, the president disapproves, in the strongest terms, of al! 
interference in state elections by the officers of the general govern- 
ment, and will, in due time, take care that all who hold office 
under him, shall attend alone to their official duties, and leuré 
politics and elections to the people and the states.”? 

This is well. We hope that the twenty, and more, 
officers of the United States who have been ‘‘on duty” 
for several years past, at a certain garden in Baltimore, 
even every Sunday aftcrnoon preceding our elections, 
will take a solemn warning! We have somewhere 
among our loose papers, a list of twenty-seven persons, 
(we think), in the hire of the general government, who 
attended one of those Sunday meetings, for election- 
eering purposes; and if this paper is recovered we 
shall publish itasa caution, out of the great love that 
we have for them, that they may not be ‘‘reformed.” It 
was on a matter concerning a state election, and the list 
was made on the spot by persons whose names will pass 
for as much as those of the ‘‘honorable” gentlemen eu- 
gaged in the modest and praiseworthy work of Sunduy 
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Some stupid country editor has just been talking /arge- 
ly about the recovered West India trade. That affair had 
been buried in the “tomb of all the Capulets” a long 
while ago. It had an ephemeral effeet, and has died— 
leaving behind, however, an actual loss of the West In- 
dia ade, so far as it relates to American navigation, and 
again in favor of British navigation. The man must 
have taken one of old **Rip Van Winkle’s” naps, and, if 
anv regard is paid to his services in this matter, some 
will regret that he did not sleep on. 





——— 





Recent “signs of the times” certainly show us that, 
though ‘men of principle according to their interest” 
have considerably increased, and that the democracy of 
individuals is applauded in proportion to the size of the 
“black cockade” which onee adorned their hats—(the 
‘“oreater the sinner, the greater the saint” is the politi- 
cal orthodoxy of this day), there is a revival of thinking 
among the people, and a growing disposition manifested, 
by them, to attend to their own affairs. If this increases 
as it ought—the trade of polities will rapidly decline. 





A Gordian knot has been eut! The soldier who kill- 
ed Owens in Alabama, has deserted, and the officer who 
commanded, has given bond for his appearance at court. 


We have received from a friend at Washington a copy 
ofa work of 122 pages 8vo. to which are added several 
plates, entitled, a ‘*Manual on the cultivation of the sugar 
cane and the fabrication and refinement of sugar. Pre- 
pared under the direction of the hon. secretary of the 
treasury in compliance with a resolution of the house of 
representatives of January 25, 1830.”? This compilation 
was made by Mr. B. Silliman, on personal examination 
into the facts by himself and Messrs. C. U. Shepard, O. 
P. Hubbard and B.S. Silliman, and, we doubt not, isa 
valuable treatise. 





comeal 


Ananti-slavery convention was recently held at Philadel- 
phia, of which Mr. Garrison seemsto have been the leader. 
it may appear large upon paper, but was a small affair in 
reality—something like Mr. George Kremer represent- 
ing the whole state of Pennsylvania in the convention 
held at Baltimore, when Mr. Van Buren was nominated 
for the presidency, in which state he did not receive a 


single vote. Things which may be, in the abstract, per- | 


fectly right in themselves, are often rendered into wrong, 
by the manner or turn of them. It is said that even 
‘truth should not be told at all times.”? When a man 
does speak, he should, certainly, say nothing but the 
truth and the whole truth; but it is not required of any 
one that he should be always proclaiming what he knows 
—for sueh proclamations may do much more Ifarm than 
the knowledge thereby made known can possibly do 
good. We are most decidedly opposed to slavery, and 
always have been so—but would not increase the evil by 
incautiously meddling with it; or render the condition of 
the slaves more miserable than it generally is, by exciting 
their owners to new acts of oppression, under the plea of 
self-preservation. There is no constitutional right in 
the government of the United States to interfere in pro- 
perty in slaves. The states are not colonies; and, in this 
matter, must be allowed to act for themselves—and be 
the sole judges of their own concerns. 

We forgot to mention in our last, that Nelson Wallis 
and Aurelia Chase, both colored persons, were executed 
at Baltimore on Friday the 20th inst. the first for a rape 
ofa very atrocious character, and the second for delibe- 
rately poisoning her mistress We learn that the crowd 
was great—and that a good many delicate and tender- 
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And so also is the account kept between little speeula- 
tors and big ones—the first are knaves, the second finan- 
ciers. 

Dr. Cooper has resigned the presidency of the eollege 


of South Carolina, but is retained as the lecturer on che- 
mistry. 





Tue navy. ‘The proposition to establish the rank of 
admiral is revived. We cannot see any rightful objee- 
tion to it, but find many reasons, as heretofore stated, in 
favor of the suggestion; and especially on this account, 
that our naval officers ought to hold rank as well with 
their brethren of the army at home, as with foreign mi- 
litary and naval officers when on foreign stations. The 
additional expense, of itself, would be inconsiderable. 
There is only the rank of captain in our service, but most 
of the captains are dubbed ‘‘commodores,” a title un- 
known to our laws, and without any relation to rank in 
the service, except that persons, at one time or another, 
had had a temporary command of more than one vessel, 
whether ships of the line and frigates of the first class, or 
‘*vun-boats,” and manned by 3 or 4,000, or 30 or 40 men 
—‘‘its all the same.” Master ecommandants Perry and 
Macdonough, as eases in point, were ‘‘eommodores” be- 
fore they arrived at the rank of captain. ‘‘Once a com- 
modore always a commodore.” We think that this title, 
as a grade, might be properly established by law—if so, 
the misuse of it would soon decline. It now means 
‘‘any thing or nothing.” 
| 
“FREE TRADE!” The manufacturers and dealers in 
eotton and silk piece goods, the fabric of Bengal, have 
signed a petition to the king in council, complaining of 
the import of the fabrics of Great Britain into Bengal 
without any protecting duties, while manufactured cot- 
tons are charged ten, and silks twenty per cent. on im- 
portation into Great Britain; and praying an equality, 
either on terms of free trade or a like amount of duty. 
aw 

More ‘‘rree TRADE.” One hundred and fifty casks of 
bronzed statues, arrived at New York from Liverpool, 
faithful likenesses of Bonaparte, Jackson, Wellington, 
Van Buren, Swartwout, Hamilton, Biddle and other dis- 
tinguished personages, which turned out, on inspeetion, 
to be lead, some weighing 50lbs. The bronzed figures 
are free of duty—lead pays 3 cents per lb. The whole 
will be seized, confiscated and melted down. What an 
amalgamation—let’s have no fighting in the crueible. 


[ Star. 


A Yankre Trick. A few days ago, a Yankee spe- 
culator passing through this town, purchased a negro 
woman and her two children for $700, and paid for them 
in ten cent pieces, at eight to the dollar; thus gaining 20 
cents on every dollar, making a clear gain in the whole 
trade of $140. Is this not a sufficient reason to induce 
some legislative enactment to prevent frauds of this 
kind? [ Columbia, S. C. Times. 

[He must have been a ‘*Yankee” of course, who could 
discover so big a fool at the capital of South Carolina, as 
the one that reecived 10 cents for 124, in the price of a 
negro. | 








Pcstic works oF PennsytyantaA. The following is 
the amount estimated this year to finish the public works 
now contracted for: 

Philadelphia and Columbia rail road,....$804,895 58 

Portage rail road,.. ose. eee cece eee eee. 0305,846 35 

Beaver division,.......ccecccsescsccesscceds Obl 36 

Franklin line,. . 2... ccccceccccsecec cee 0094398 OF 

Wrroming line,....eecceececceceecnceceesl/, 321 58 

Lycoming line,.. 2.2 cece cece ccc ecceee ced, 149 O8 








hearted /adies, with others of a less equivocal character, 
were present; but also that the assembly of females was 
less numerous than usual on such oceasions, and we are 
glad to hear it. 

A re-vreform has taken place in one of the western land 
offices—suggested as being caused by ‘‘serip specula- 
tions.” There would be a great re-reform at WasHinc- 
TON, if speculators were cast out of office. But— 

“One murder makes a villain, millions a hero.’ 


Offices, Xe. for lock keepers,.......+++++-100,000 00 
Repairs... ccc ceccececceeecceecscesess 047 0,000 00 
Damages,...e.eececceeecceeccecesesecs e 049,328 00 





| $2,265,000 00 
Steam engines, horses, Ke... ++++++++++++131,597 00 





Total estimate,... 2... e cece sce cess 0 $2,396,596 00 
[We believe ‘he year referred to commences on the Ist 
of November. | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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‘Canats. The following table will exhibit the increase 
of tolls on the Schuylkill and New York canals, from year 
to year, showing a gradual increase until the stock of the 
Schuylkill navigation company has advanced to one hun- 
dred and two dollars in the market, for fifty dollars a 
share that was originally paid; and the tolls received by 
New York will soon extinguish the debt she incurred in 
the construction of her canals. 

No tolls were received on any of the canals for the first 
three years after the commencement of their construc- 
tion. 

No. years Schuyl. navi- New Yorkcanals, Pennsyl.canal and 
frm com- gation, 110m. 501 miles, begun rail road, begun 
mence’nt begunin 1816. in 1817. in 1826. 

4th year. 1819 $1,202 16 

5th do. 1820 803 07 1820 ¢ 5,437 34 = 1830 $27,012 90 

6th do. 1821 1,792 60 1821 24,386 85 1831 38,241 20 

7th do. 1822 1,054 97 1822 64,071 83 1832 55,250 22 

8th do. 1823 1,964 38 1823 153,099 46 

9th do. 1824 635 00 1824 340,642 22 
10th do. 1825 15,775 74 1825 521,343 00 
lith do. 1826 43,108 87 1826 750,759 00 
12th do. 1827 58,149 74 1827 848,759 00 
13th do. 1828 87,171 00 1828 897,265 00 
14th do. 1829 120,039 00 1829 771,685 00 
15th do. 1830 148,165 95 1830 1,059,922 00 
16th do. 1831 134,005 92 1831 1,223,802 00 


17th up to 
24th Nov. 240,455 78 

In 1832, there was 500 miles of canal and rail road, in 
operation in Pennsylvania. 

Boston. At the late election for mayor, gen. Lyman 
received 3,650 votes, Mr. Sullivan 1,990 and Mr, Odiorne 
436. The former, though called a ‘Jackson man,” was 
elected—but the national republican candidates for alder- 
men are all chosen. 





Paitapeteata. A new police system has been adopt- 
ed by the city council of Philadelphia. It is to consist of 
a corps of 200 policemen, organised under the direction 
of the mayor in the following manner: 

The city is to be divided into four districts or 16 sec- 
tions, each section to have in it 11 policemen and 1 in- 
spector, and a permanent station house. Over each dis- 
trict there is to be a lieutenant, and captain over all. The 
whole force thus consists of 1 captain, 4 lieutenants, 16 
inspectors and 176 policemen; besides a standard addition 
of 4 policemen and 1 clerk for the mayor’s office. 

The monthly pay of the whole body is $5,170,—mak- 
ing the annual cost of the establishment $62,040—of 
which the Girard estate is to pay $36,000. ‘Io these 
expenditures are to be added those of keeping up the 
station houses, &c. 


A wovetty. Two dead whales lately came ashore on 
Assateague beach in this county. One 117 feetin length, 
and the other 87. ‘The cause of their death is not ascer- 
tained. They were perfectly whole and it is expected 
that 300 barrels of oil will be obtained from the large 
one. [Snowhill (Md. ) Messenger. 


Tae ‘‘JEFFERSONIAN”’ vewspaper, at Richmond, has 
been merged into the ‘‘ Richmond Whig.” 


Case ofr Rosert B. Ranpouirn. We are among those who 
cannot find any excuse for the personal assault of Mr. Ran- 
dolph on the president of the United States, though under the 
impression that ne had been rudely dismissed from his lieute- 
nancy in the navy, and harshly treated with respect to certain 
accounts, as the temporary successor of purser ‘Timberlake— 
yet could not believe that the pursuit of bim, that possession 
might be obtained of his person, and the subsequent proceed- 
ings bad on the part of the treasury officers of the United States 
in urging the claims of the government upon him, were con- 
ducted in a right spirit. It is impossible to justify such assaults 
upon public officers—their persons must be respected though 
their acts may be wrong, else there is an end to the dominion 
of the law, and civilized society is dissolved; but the principle 
of this must “‘work both ways,’’ and the public power should 
not be exerted to redress personal wrongs suffered, as some, in 
this case, think that it was—perhaps, however unjustly. 

The case against Mr. Randolph was brought before chief jus- 
tice Marshall and judge P. P. Barbour, U. 8. judge for the 
eastern district of Virginia, a few days since, by habeas corpus, 
and very ably argued by-Mr. Robert C. Nicholas, on the part of 
the United States, in reply to Mr. Jolin Robertson. He was fol- 
jowed by Mr. B. W. Leigh, on the part of the applicant. 





ND 


The counsel for -the applicant, in the case of the habeas coy. 
pus, supported it on two grounds—first, that the act of congress 
under which the prosecution was instituted against Robejt B, 
Randolph, was contrary to the constitution of the U. States— 
and secondly, that the law did not apply to him, as he was not 
the purser or an officer in the eye of the law. 

On Saturday last the chief justice and judge Barbour deliver. 
ed their opinions, directing the discharge of Mr. Randolph from 
arrest—both concurring. ‘These opinions will be speedily pub- 
lished, and we shall endeavor to make a record of them, for 
they go to the establishment of some great principles, 


We have the following further account froin a correspondent 
of the “Norfolk Beacon:’? 

“Lt. Robert B. Randolph was discharged to-day—the opinion 
of the court was delivered at twelve o’clock, and was hailed 
with acclamation by the spectators. A gentleman who wag 
present informed me, that the chief justice, in delivering hig 
opinion, said, that as the constitutionality of the law of 1899 
under which the distress warrant against Randolph was issued, 
had been made a point in the case, he felt himself bound to say 
that he believed the law unconstitutional, but waiving that 
question, the case would go off on other grounds. Ist point 
was, that Randolph was nut an ofgicer, within the meaning and 
intent of the law of 1820, being only an acting purser. 2d. That 
his accounts having been settled by Mr. 4th auditor Watkins, it 
was not competent for Mr. 4th auditor Kendall, to re-open his 
accounts; and 3d, that a distress warrant could not be issued 
upon a disputed case in the settlement of accounts; but could 
only be issued legally, for an unpaid balance due to the govern 
ment, 

The Riehmond Compiler also says that the opinions of chief 
justice Marshall and judge Barbour were listened to with the 
deepest attention, and the decision of the court received “with 
the most evident delight”? and ‘‘an outward and noisy demon- 
stration of the gratification of the audience.”’ 





Souta Carorsna. A bill has passed the senate, to 
prohibit the teaching of slaves or free persons of color to 
read or to write. Its provisions are very strong. **A white 
person teaching a slave or free person of color to read or 
write is subject to a fine of $100, and six months impri- 
sonment, and a free person teaching, is subjected to fifty 
lashes and a fine of $50, and a slave teaching will receive 
fifty lashes. No slave or free person of color is hereaf- 
ter to be allowed to preach or lecture. No white person 
is to preach or lecture to slaves or free colored, except in 
the presence of not less than three white slave holders.” 


ee 


Tue Hoosier. A new paper with this title has lately 
been commenced in Greencastle, Indiana, by J. B. Ray, 


late governor of that state. The following account of 


the origin of the term which forms the somewhat ec- 
centric title of the new paper, and which is now in 
frequent use to designate the citizens of the state, we 
find in the Pittsburgh Statesman: 

Hoosier—the Hoosier state. The good citizens of our 
sister state (Indiana), have been called Hoosiers for some 
time past at home and abroad; sometimes honorably and 
sometimes the reverse. As the term has become general, 
it is high time that its origin and definition should be as 
generally known. Before that section of the public lands 
was regularly surveyed, many families located and were 
called squatters. ‘The surveyors on finding one of these 
would ask, who’s here? and place the name on their map. 
The question became so familiar that on the first view of 
the smoke of a eabin, the exclamation of another ‘‘who’s 
here??? beeame equally so, until it eventuated in the 
general term of Hoosier. 

1 @ BD Bee 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 23. Mr. John Black, elected a senator from Missis- 
sippi for six years from the 4th of March last, appeared and took 
his seat. 

Among the petitions presented we notice the following: 

Mr. Wright presented a petition from hardware merchants of 
New York, praying a repea! of the duties on certain articles 
specified, which was referred to the committee on manufactures. 

Aiso, the petition of certain importers of hardware of New 
York, praying a modification of the tariff act of 1833, which was 
referred to the same committee. 

Mr. King presented a memorial of the state of Alabama, con- 
cerning the settlers on the public lands; which was referred to 
the committee on the public lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Linn presented also, a memorial of the legislature of 
Missouri, praying that the public lands may be brought into 
market; which was referred to the same committee. 

Mr. Clay presented the petition of the inhabitants of Pitts- 
burgh, praying that congress would purchase the stock of the 
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Losisville and Portland canal; which was referred tg the com- 
mittee on roads and canals. 

The following resolution offered by Mr. Webster on Thurs- 
day, was taken up for consideration: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on naval affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of passing a law for preventing, 
as far as may be, accideuts to vessels employed on the foreign 
or coastwise commerce of the United States, from explosion by 
steam. 

(Mr. Webster, at considerable length, suggested what he 
thought might be legally done with respect to this important 
subject, but as We may soon expect a full report from the com- 
mittee to whom the resolution was referred, his remarks are, 
for the present omitted. After many provisions for the safety 
of such navigation, he suggested severe punishments and a for- 
feiture of property in the boat on board of which lives should be 
lost, unless on proof furnished by the party that all the requisi 
tions of the law had been complied with, and that the accident 
was one that could not have been foreseen and provided against. 
He would not, in any way, tolerate steam boat racing; and 
would absolutely prohibit the transportation of gun-powder on 
board of passage vessels. After some remarks from Mr. Benton, 
the resolution was agreed to and referred. } 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun the special order concerning what 
is commonly called the Force Bill,’? was postponed until Mon- 
day the 6th of January next. 

The chair having called the second special order, being the 
report of the secretary of the treasury on the subject of the pub- 
lic deposites— 

Mr. Clay rose and expressed his regret that he was under the 
necessity of asking a postponement of a subject on which the 
unexampled pressure upon the pecuniary interests of the coun- 
try, rendered prompt action and early decision, so important. 
He had made a call last week for some papers, which he consi- 
dered to be indispensable; and he had hoped that the informa- 
tion asked for them, and under a previous call, would have been 
furnished before to-day, especially as the documents had been 
commented ou by the secretary of the treasury, and must there- 
fore, be in his possession. ‘The information however, had not 
yet reached the senate, although the road from the department 
to the capitol had been so much improved. Regarding the cor- 
respondence of Mr. Crawford as necessary to a full elucidation 
of the subject, he was compelled to make a further postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. Forsyth said a few words in reply, stating that he thought 
the senator from Kentucky would find all he required in the 
printed documents, and adverting to the great space covered by 
the call, as an excuse for the delay in furnishing the information. 

Mr. Clay stated that he had looked through a great deal 
of the correspondence which was printed, without finding any 
passages to bear out the constructions of the secretary. On the 
contrary, he had found much bearing a totally opposite con- 
struction; and he thought it but fair that the secretary should 
have an opportunity to communicate the letters to which he 
had referred. He wished to proceed to-morrow, or Christmas 
day, if the information should be furnished; but as the senate 
would not sit on Christinas day, he would fix on the day after 
Christmas. 

The order to postpone until Thursday was then agreed to. 

Some minor business being attended to, the senate went into 
the consideration of executive business, and then adjourned. 


December 24. Mr. Poindezter, from the committee on public 
lands, made a report on the memorial of the state of Missouri, 
praying for a grant of land to that state; which report was ad- 
verse to the prayer of the memorial. 

Mr. Linn presented a memorial of the legislature of Miseouri, 
on the subject of registering the patents to publie lands; which 
was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Kent asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing joint resolution, which was read a first time, ordered to a 
second reading, and directed to be printed: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America, in congress assembled, two-thirds of 
both houses concurring, That the following article be proposed 
to the legislatures of the several states, as an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States, which, when ratified by 
three-fourths of the said legislatures, shall be valid as part of 
the constitution. 

When a bill, which, having passed the senate and house of 
representatives, shall be returned by the president of the United 
States, with his objections, upon the reconsideration thereof, a 
majority of all the members elected to each house, shall again 
pass such bill, notwithstanding the objections of the president, 
it shall become a law, and the requisition of two thirds in such 
case, according to the existing constitution, is revoked. 

A joint resolution was received from the house of represen- 
tatives, to adjourn until Monday. 

Mr. Kane moved to concur in this resolution. 
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Clay rose and commenced a strong and powerful speech, on 
certain resolutions recently offered by him on the subject of the 
removal of the deposites—the first of which pronounces that 
the president, in this matter, assumed the exercise of a power 
not granted to him by the constitution and laws—and the se- 
cond, that the reasons assigned by the secretary for the remo- 
val of the deposites are unsatisfactory and insufficient. 

The report of bis speech, on the first resolution, fills six co- 
lumns and a balf of the ‘National Intelligencer,’’ and it being 
understood that Mr. Clay had concluded the first part of his 
speech, the senate adjourned to Monday. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 19. [Further notice of proceedings.) Mr. 
Campbell P. White, Mr. Gorham, Mr. White, of Louisiana, Mr. 
Wise, Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Barnitz, Mr. Turner, were appointed 
a committee to whom were referred the report of the directors 
of the mint, the consideration of the state of the coins and the 
relative value thereof, and the valuation of the foreign gold and 
silver coins in circulation in the United States. 

Mr. Connor, Mr. Blair, (8. C.) Mr. Gordon, Mr. Mann, (Pa.) 
Mr. Kavanagh, Mr. Schley, Mr. Lee, (N. J.) were appointed a 
committee, to which were referred the papers in relation to 
the establishment of assay officers, in the gold regions of North 
Carolina, Virginia, South Carotina and Georgia. 

Mr. Whittlesey called up the consideration of the resolution 
laid by him on the table yesterday, going to rescind so much of 
the rules of the house as permite the admission of every person 
to the floor of the house, who shall! be introduced by the speak- 
erorbyamember. ‘The resolution was accordingly taken up 
for consideration, and a somewhat lively debate occurred. 

Mr. 4dams was opposed to the amendment, chiefly on the 
ground that as similar facilities were granted by European go- 
vernments to our citizens when abroad, it would be gratifying 
that we should be able to reciprocate such attentions to stran- 
gers of respectability when visiting our seat of government. 

Mr. Hardin was constrained to advocate the amendment in 
self defence. He had scarcely heard one word of what fell 
from the gentleman from Massachusetts, and was actually 
obliged to consult the papers next morning to discover what 
had been done in the house. 

[We hope our readers will mark this fact, as it claims their 
indulgence for occasional failures on the part of reporters cor- 
reetly to give what is said by the members in debate.— Nat. Int.] 

Mr. Whittlesey explained his motives in offering the amend- 
ment, which had respect solely to the greater facility of doing 
the public business, which was now much interrupted by the 
crowd of strangers admitted into the lobbies of this house. 

After some further remarks, Mr. Whittlesey’s amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Wilde then moved further to amend the rule respecting 
admission, so as to strike out the words “treasurer, comptroller, 
register, auditor.”’ 

Mr. Ward ealled on him for a reason why these officers 
should be taken out of the rule. 

Mr. Wilde said he should go into no discussion, on the old 
maxim, “de minimis non curat lex:’? and as to a reason why 
they should be taken out of the rule, it was sufficient to say, 
that he never had been able to discover why they were ever 

yut in. 
Mr. Wilde’s proposed amendment did not prevail. 

A large number of reports from different committees, on pri- 
vate bills or local matters were received. 

Friday, Dec. 20. After the usual morning business had been 
attended to— 

The speaker presented the following report of the commis- 
sioner of the public buildings, viz: ; 

Office of the commissioner of public ce 
Washington, Dec. 18th, 1833, 
To the hon. speaker of the house of representatives: 

Sir: In obedience to the act of March the 3d, 1829, “maki 
appropriations for the public buildings and other purposes,”’ 
have the honor to report, that the expenditures of the current 
year. under my direction, have been as follows, viz: 

” Alterations and repairs in the capitol, = - $12,260 40 
500 00 


do. president’s house, - - 
Improving capitol square, . - - 2,202 57 
do. president’s square, - - 14.660 00 


- 102,579 35 
13,879 91 


Pennsylvania avenue, 
Conveying water to the capitol, - - 


do. to public offices, - - - 9,584 73 
Paving terrace and foot way, - - 11,759 00 
Enclosing and improving public grounds, - 6,499 72 
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

J. ELGAR. 


The speaker then said that there wanted but a few minutes of 
the expiration of the hour, when the house, according to a 
standing rule for the day [Friday] would pass to the considera- 
tion of private bills. He should proceed to call for resolutions, 





Mr. Clay opposed the motion, urging as a renson, the dis- 
tressed condition of the country, and the necessity of prompt 
legislation, in order to relieve the public distresses. 

The question was then taken on the motion to concur, and 
decided in the negative—yens 17, nays 18. 

The other proceedings of the day will suffieiently appear 
hereafter. The senate spent some time in the consideration of 
executive business, and adjourned till Thursday. 

December %. The senate met according to adjournment—- 
and, after one or two small matters had been disposed of, Mr. 


unless the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. McDuffie} 
chose to move for the unfinished business, and resume his re- 
marke, 
Mr. Me. Duffie declining—resolutions were called, 
Among the resolutions offered were the following: 
By Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, which lies on the table one 
day. . 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to commu- 
i nicate to this house the reports of cols. Albert and Kearney, 
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and also the recent report of capt. Wm. Gibbs McNeill, of the 
corps of topographical engineers, on the plan, construction, 
costs and actual condition of the Chesapeake and Ojsio canal. 

Mr. Selden submitted the following resolution, which was 
read and laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the committee of waysand means be instruct- 
ed to report a bill, requiring the commissioners of the sinking 
fund forthwith to purchase, or otherwise redeem the five per 


cent. stocks of the United States, and directing the secretary of 


the treasury from time to time to place under the eontrol of said 
commissioners such funds not otherwise required for the pur- 
pose of the government as shall be necessary for that object, 
and in case of deficiency to sell so much of the stock ot the 
bank of the United States belonging to the government as will 
enable them to complete the purchase. 

After many other resolutions, of various character— 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the day, and clear- 
ed the calendar of the private bills ready to be acted upon, pas- 
sing them through the committee of the whole, &c. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on claims, ex- 
plained on several of the bills where explanation was desired, 
exhibiting his usual thorough acquaintance with the nature and 
grounds of the claims submitted to the commiitee over which 
he presides. 


Alter getting through these bills, the house adjourned to Mon- 
day. 

Monday Dec. 23. A variety of petitions and memorials were 
presented and referred this day, ainong which 

Mr. Win. Cost Johnson presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Rockville, in Montgomery county, Mary- 
laud, in which they pray the aid of the general government to 
construct a McAdaimized turnpike road from Rockville to the 
Monocacy river, a distance of twenty-four miles, which is the 
only unpaved part of the great mail route from the capitol 
of the nation to the western states; which was referred. 

A number of private bills were reported and referred to differ- 
ent committees. 

Many resolutions were offered and agreed to or referred— 
generally of a private er local nature. 

After which Mr. McDuffie resumed his speech, but, at about 
half past 3 o’clock concluded his remarks that the house might 
adjourn. 

Tuesday, Dec. 24. Mr. E. Everett caiied up his joint resolu- 
tion that both houses should adjourn until Monday next. It 
was agreed to, and sent to the senate, [which refused to con- 
cur}. The house then, agreed to adjourn to Friday, when it 
should adjourn. 

Mr. Pinckney submitted the following resolutions, which, un- 
adler a tule of the house, lies one day on the table before being 
acted upon: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request- 
ei to communicate to this house, if not incompatible, in his 
opinion, with the public interest, a copy of the instructions 
given to our minister at Madrid, relative to the trade between 
the United States and the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, and 
such information as may be in his possession, touching the 
prospect of an abolition, by the Spanish government, of the 
discriminating duties referred to in his message. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to cause to be laid 
before this house a statement of the discriminating duties levied 
upon American vessels inthe islands of Cuba and Porto Rico; 
and, also, of the duties now imposed by the government of the 
United States upon articles imported from those islands. 

Mr. Duncan submitted the following resolution, which, under 
a rule of the house, lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be requested to 
communicate to this house, whether any attempts have been 
made to evade the revenue laws of the United States by the in- 
troduction of lead in 56 Ib. weights, in statues, or in any other 
forin, and whether any further legislation be necessary to pro- 
tect the revenue, and the manufacturers of lead. 

Many other resolutions were offered, and variously disposed 
of. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, it was 

Resolved, ‘That a select committee be appointed to be calied 
the committee on patents granted for useful inventions. 

Twenty-four private biils were then read a third time and 
passed, and sent to the senate. And then the house adjourned. 

= 9 BB Stes 
PENNSYLVANIA POLITICS. 
On the 7th instant, the two houses of the legislature met in 


convention—to elect a senator of the United States, when three 
ballots took place as follows: 


Ist at | ad 
Samuel McKean, 55 65 74 
flenry A. Muhlenberg, li 0 0 
James Buchanan, 7 9 5 
Thomas HH. Crawford, 12 21 19 
Willliam Clark, 21 25 28 
Adain King, 5 i | 
Garrick Matary, 7 7 3 
William Orbison, 3 2 0 
Richard Rush, 3 3 0 
William J. Duane, 1 v0 0 


So Samuel McKean was elected a senator for six years fron 


ef service had expired. 


ple, and uot distilled through any alembiec. 


ee 
We add a few selections from the “‘democratic” papers, pub- 
lished a few weeks ago—as curiosities: 

From the Lancaster Journal. “We cannot think it possible. 
that a man so decidedly hostile to both the president and vice 
president of the United States, as general McKean has, on 
more than one occasion, shown bimself to be, will, or indesy 
can, be elected to the senate of the United States, by a panty 
professedly friendly to the administration of the general govern. 
ment. Itis enough that a man so obnoxious to a large portion 
of the party, is tolerated in the state government, where he now 
is; and the office holders under the state government, who are 
urging his election to the senate, had better be content—or, 
they may sow in the wind, and reap in the whirlwind.”’ 

From the complexion of the returns of the members elected 
to our state legislature, we have no doubt but that gen. McKean 
will be permitted to remain where he is, and a real friend of the 
administration at Washington will be sent to represent Penn- 
sylvania in the senate of the United States. 


From the Pittshurgh Mercury. The Pennsytvanian is of opi- 
nion that our next United States senator will be one of the fol- 
lowing persons—Duane, Dallas, Henry Horn, Buchanan or 


Muhlenburg. The Blairsville Record says—‘Either of them 
will do—none better.’? Good! 


From the Pennsylvanian. We invite attention to the pro- 


ceedings of the meeting at Williamsport. They indicate any 
thing but the success of general McKean. 


We might add many others, out of some scraps that we had 
laid aside—but these are enough. 


The *“‘by authority”? press in several other states was busy. 
The Chambersburgh Telegraph having warmly recommended 
Mr. Crawford, one of those above voted for, the Globe said— 

Without subjecting ourselves to the imputation of interfer- 
ence in the local elections of Pennsylvania, we trust we may 
be permitted to add our testimony to that of the Franklin Tele- 
graph and Harrisburg Reporter, in favor of the personal and po- 
litical worth of Mr. Crawford. Pennsylvania, we sincerely be- 
lieve, never had a more amiable, excellent or popular represen- 
tative at Washington, than Mr. Crawford. He showed himself 
true to his friends—to his constituents and the administration; 
and secured the respect of the honest men of all parties. 


From the Somerset (N. J.) Messenger. Gen. McKean, a pro- 
minent man in Pennsylvania, who bas had his eyes fixed wist- 
fully upon the senator’s seat for some years, and who came 
Within a fraction of being elected, last winter, appears 10 be 
losing ground with the people. They suspect his political in- 
tegrity, and accuse him of being the instigator of those measures 
which placed that state in such a ridiculous attitude pending 
the late presidential election. He will not be elected. 


Since the election of gen. McKean. 

From the Pennsylvanian of Dec. 11. We invite attention to 
the letter of our Harrisburg correspondent. His assertions in 
respect to general McKean, we know to be correct. He is op- 
posed to the United States bank, and uncommitted on the sub- 
ject of a national convention. ‘That he will go with the general 
administration, we have no doubt, and prove an unflinching 
friend through any storm that may arise. The nationals have 
rejoiced prematurely; the new senator will hold no alliance 
with them, Gen. McKean knows the sentiments of democratic 
Pennsylvania, and will endeavor to fulfil their wishes. 


From the Philadelphia Herald. ‘This result (the election of 
cen. McK.) cannot be misunderstood. It is a verdict passed by 
the democracy on the question agitated in connection with the 
senatorial election. Samuel McKean has been elected as an op- 
ponent of Martin Van Buren, as an enemy of the national con 
vention, as a foe to the kitchen cabinet. Every means within the 
reach of the office holders was arrayed to prostrate him: and 
When that was found ineffectual, threats and persuasions were 
used to procure from him an avowal of friendship, an expression 
of regret for his past opposition; any thing in short, that would 
justify their support of him. H& REFUSED. He stood firm 
by his principles, and the democracy of the legislature stood 
firmly by him. The opposition, maddened by his intrepid defi 
ance of their menaces, and his determined stand on the subject 
of a national convention, redoubled their exertions. You al 
ready have the result; and can measure the strength of the Al- 
bany regency in Penusylvania. It is down—down forever. 
Peunsylvania stands, as she has ever stood, erect and indepen- 
dent. She will never be harnessed to the car of the Albany re- 
gency: and those who have essayed to degrade and humiliate 


her, may turn their attention elsewhere. Here they are forever 
defeated.”? 











From the Pennsylvanian of Dec. 14. No politician could de- 
sire a better opportunicy for redeeming himself from the slurs of 
opponents, and for placing himself high in the affeetions of his 
coustituents, than that which is afforded by the position in which 
general McKean now stands. He will at once redeem himself 





| from every suspicion, by showing that he is determined to re- 


i present the will of Pennsylvania, known directly from the peo- 
They will appreci- 


ate and honor a straight forward course. Firm and consistent 


though it is not always their good fortune to have such reason- 


, : . | themselves, they desire those qualities in their representatives 
the 3d of March last, in the place of Mr. Dallas, whose period ; : d 


able desires gratified. The mongrel opposition claim general 
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McKean—cach petty interest claims him. It now remains with 
him to sbow the validity of their claims. He belongs to the 
people—they why by a triumphaut majority of twenty-five thou- 
sand, taught the bank faction the differeuce between virtue aud 
qwwoney- 


The Pittsburgh Advocate publishes a letter from Harrisburgh, 
which speaking of the election of gen. McKean says—Confi- 
dently as Ll anticipated this result, | was not prepared for so 


decisive a triumph; as it is, Mr. McKean owes much of his 
success to the fortuitous circumstance of the names of bis friends 
peing the first called, as the election was to the very last doubt- 
ful, and few, very lew, were committed in favor of either can 
didate until the time came when they were called upon for their 
votes, Which were given in many instances with fear and 
vembling. ‘he result has made many dough faces here, as it 
will doubuless with you. The embassy from the empire state 
are busily engaged swearing and packing up; no doubi can now 
be entertained of a general blow up between the friends and 
enemies of the “litthe magician.’”? The national republican 
strength weut with the friends of Mr. McKean. Mr. Rush re- 
ceived three votes on the first ballot, two on the second, and 
none on the third—a good earnest of the estimation in which he 
is now held even by tat party in whose arms be has thrown 
himself, 


From the (Pittsburgh) Alleghany Democrat. ‘*We cannot 
repress our exultation at the election of general McKean to the 
United States senate. He was bitterly opposed by a set of would 
be dictators, in this city—and we feel gratified at their discomfi- 
ture. Senator McKean, we feel coutident, will ably and faith- 
fully represent the interest of his constituents. Let the disap 
pointed junto carp at bis election—they will procure no sympa- 
thy from the public. This is the first, and, uniess they mend their 
ways, not the last defeat they wiil lament.”? 


The Pennsylvanian of the 13th December, after many “wise 
saws,”’ and a quotation from the “Harrisburgh Reporter’? which 
is said to be a*-democratic paper ot great influence,’ observes— 

The Reporter does not speak unadvisedly. From its advan- 
tageous position, it speaks at ieast semi officially. And now 
having sustained our former assertions, We are coutent to leave 
the full proof to gen. McKean’s senatorial course. ‘The lines 
in that body are fully and fairly drawn. Every man tiust show 
at ounce where he stands, and with whom lie will strive in the 
contest. Gen. McKean knows well what the people of Penn- 
sylvania expect from him.’’ 

“The declarations made by the letter writer from Harrisbureh 
in many of our city papers, are laughed at by the members of 
both houses. We know that Mr. McKean is, and ever has 
been Opposed to the United States baunk—he approves of the 
removal of the deposites, aud will,in short, go with the demo- 
cratic party in every thing, national convention und all, What 
say the Io triumphe gentry to that?”’ 

{We might add several pages of similar matter. If the world 
had been coming to an end, the subject would have hardly been 
of more exciting interest thau was the election of Mr. Mckean 
among the ‘men of principle according to their interest’? po- 
liticians of Pennsylvania; but upon the top of the whole we 
have the following. } 


To the editors of the American Sentinel. 
GenTLeMeN—Truly sensible of- the limited importance due to 
my Opinions on the prominent topics which are beginning to 
agitate the publie mind in reference to ulterior results, lL un- 
feignedly regret the necessity of thus, under my own signature, 
contradicting an assertion calculated to exhibit me to public 
view as vacillating upon a point on which L supposed there 
could ba no doubt—1 allude to that portion of a letter purport- 
ing to have emanated from a responsible source at Harrisburgh, 
and published in a Philadelphia paper of yesterday, stating that I 
am in favor of a national convention forthe purpose of nomi- 
nating a candidate for the next presidency. The assertion is 
wholly gratuitous and without foundation. In reference to 
that subject, { have held but one language at all times, and on 
all oceasions, aad to all persons, whether friends or opponents: 
Iam, and always have been, decidedly and unequivocally op 
posed to this singular innovation upon the established usages of 
the democratic party, and adverse to the consummation of the 
single and especial object intended to be accomplished by it. In 
haste, Iam your obedient servant, SAMUEL MecKEAN, 
Washiagton city, December 15, 1833. 


From the Pennsylvanian, December 19. 
PENNSYLVANIA ERECT—NATIONAL CONVENTION!! 
Convention of the democratic members of the Pennsylvania lc 
gisluture. 
At a convention of the democratic members of both branches 
of the legislature of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as 
sembled at the state capitol at Harrisburg on Monday the 16th 
day of December, A. D. 1833—in pursuance of notice. The 


-_--— 


Resolved, That this meeting approves of the nomination of 
candidates for the offices of president and vice president of the 
United States, by a national convention, to be composedof dele- 
gates from the several states of the union. 

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen persons be appointed 
by the president and vice presidents to draft resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of this meeting, and an address to the demo- 
cratic republicans of Pennsylvania. 

The following committee, in pursuance of the second resolu- 
tion, was then appointed, viz. 

Thos. H. Crawford of Franklin, John Kiingensmith, jr. of 
Westmoreland, Francis J. Harper of Philadelphia county, John 
Dickey of Beaver, Henry Petriken of Centre, John Matheys 
of Montgomery, Jos. Enix of Fayette, Jacob Stoever of Leba- 
non, Jacob U. Suyder of Berks, John R. Dounell of York, Jas. 
Thompson of Venango, Saml. McKeehan of Cumberland, and 
Wim. Piatt of Lycoming. 

Ou motion of William MeCreery of Washington, it was then 
resolved, that when this meeting adjourn, it adjourn to meet on 
‘Thursday evening, next, at half past 7 o’clock, P. M.; and that 
the proceedings, signed by the president, vice presidents and se. 
cretaries, be published in the democratic papers in Harrisburg, 
and throughout the commonwealth. 


Adjourned. 
, THOMAS RINGLAND, Pres’t. 

Davin 8. Hassincer, 
Tuos. J. Heston, 
Wa. Rosinson, Jr. 
Tuos. S. CoNNINGHAM, 

Wilmer Worthington, 

Charles B. Penrose, 


Vice pres’ta, 


Sec’ries. 

On which the Pennsylvanion remarks— 

The key-stone state now stands where she should. The ef- 

forts of selfish politicians, artful disorganisers, and disguised 
cnemies, are turned upon themselves!—The democracy of 
Penusylvania is at last faithfully, firmly represented, and after 
this decisive movement, she will assume that glorious station 

in the galaxy of the union to which her merits so fully entitle 
her. 

We now begin a new era in Pennsylvania politics. The un- 
ceasing labors of the liberal party are at last euccessful.—The 
progress of opinion auiong the people bas been silent, but ra- 
pid, and this expression ix no more than a fair representation of 
their feelings on the subject. Their motto is “sTaTE NOMINA- 
TIONS FOR STATE PURPOSES—NATIONAL NOMINATIONS FOR NA 

TIONAL PURPOSES!!”? 

2 Bee 


BANK ITEMS AND SCRAPS, 
FROM VARIOUS SOURCES—FOR REFERENCE. 
Extract of a letter from an officer of the United States army, now 

in North Carolina, 

“We were paid off the other day in Norfolk (Va.) bills, to 
which [ did not at the time object, because I did not kuow how 
they would pass. But I find they will not pass at all, and a great 
proportion of those received by officers here have been sent 
back for exchange. ‘The merchants will not take them, and of 
course I shall remonstrate against receiving them in future, in 
which case the paymaster will have to transport specie.”? 
This is one of the great national results of the removal of the 
deposites, {N. ¥. papers. 
It is a fact that the reecivers of public moreys from distant 
places, bring in gold and silver, and United States bank notes, 
and sell them to the brokers, and take currency which is at 
one, to one and a half, and two per cent. discount, and make 
their payments in it. This is one of a thousand benefits that re- 
sult from the removal of the deposites. [ Cincin. D, Adv. 


The United States Guzette says that a person at Brownsville, 
Pa. wishing to take out a patent, obtained and transmitted a 
draught on the office of the bank of the U. States at Washington, 
which was returned from the patent office, with a notice that 
other money should be forwarded! 


It is stated that a sudden demand, through the agency ofa 
broker, was lately made on the office of the bank at Savannah 
for the sum of 350,000 dollars in specie—which was promptly 
satisfied. It will be found that two parties can play at this 
game. ‘There is much reason to appreheud that persons in the 
employment of the government are in close connexion with the 
gamblers in stocks, shavers of bank notes, and dealers in the 
currency. 


The Albany Argus contains a list of eighty applications for 
new banks, with au aggregate capital of 46,000,000 dollars, and 
a list of thirteen banks desiring to increase their capitals in the 
sum of 4,000,000—together making the snug amount of fifty 
millions of new bank stock! What a glorious field for gambling 
will be opened in New York, should those petitions be granted! 


convention was organized by electing Thos. Ringland, esy. of | The brokers will live ‘tin clover.”’ 


Washington county, speaker of the senate, president, and Da- 


vid S. Hassington, of the city of Philadelphia, Thomas J. Hes- 
ton of the county of Philadelphia, William Robinson, jr. of the 
county of Alleghanyand Thomas 8. Cunningham, of the coun- 
ty of Mercer, vice presidents; and Wilber Worthington, of the 
county of Chester. and Charics Penrose, of the county of Cum- 
berland, secretaries. Whereupon, the following resolutions 


One large bank and several with smaller capitals, are talked 
of in Kentucky. It is to be hoped that former desolations 
though such establishments in this state, are not wholly forgot- 
ten. Some new banks may be useful, but batches of them must 
be injurious to any agricultural community. 


Great dissatisfaction is said to exist in the northern part of 


were offered by Thos. H. Crawford, of the county of Franklin, | the state of Ilinois,in consequence of the post office depart- 





considered, and adopted, 





ment having sent to that region, for the payment of the public 
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creditors there, notesof a private bank in the city of Washing- 
ton. The merchantsr efuse to receive them, and those who 
have been paid in such notes, are obliged to make a discount of 
five per cent. to convert them into current money. 


ication is intended to be made to the next general assem- 
bly of the state of Maryland, for an act of incorporation for the 


erchants’ bank of Baltimore, with a capital of two millions of 
dollars. 


It is said that the Manhattan bank has loaned the post office 
-~ gamma one hundred thousand dollars! It is hard to believe 
this! 


The N. ¥. Commercial Advertiser informs—that the money 
for the payment of the crew of the sloop of war Warren, dis- 
charged a few days since in Philadelphia, was drawn from the 
United States bank by a regular warrant in notes of that insti- 
tution, which were exchanged for the notes of the Girard bank 
amounting to $29,000, with whieh the sailors were paid—but 
that the whole was immediately exchanged for specie and notes 
of the bank of the United States, and returned the next morn. 
ing to the Girard bank. It must, from this transaction, appear 
evident to every reflecting, intelligent individual, that every ef- 
fort is making to cramp the circulation of the United States 
bank, and necessarily to compel a coutraction of their.business. 


Mr. mos Kendall, in his circular to the banks, said—‘‘it is 
deemed probable by the government, thatthe bank of the United 
States will not be re-chartered, and that no other institution 
will be established by congress to supply its place as agent of 
the treasury. 

‘*As it is now less than three years to the expiration of its 
charter, the president thinks it his duty to look to the means by 
which the service it now renders to the government is thereafter 
to be performed, and if sufficient reasons shall exist, the govern- 
ment may desire to employ another agent, or other agents, al 
an earlier period.”’ 


A full list of the state banks in which the public money is 
deposited, is desirable. Some of thein are very slender con- 
cerns. 


A writerin the Charleston Mercury observes, in relation to 
the conduct of president Jackson— 

He has usurped to himself the right of disposing and remov- 
ing, as he pleases, the revenues of the country, and thus virtual- 
ly of establishing banks, without even the consent of congress, or 
any other branch of the federal government, to the whole of 
whose branches combined this competency has been so frequent- 
ly denied, not only by himself, but by many of our most able 
and illustrious statesmen from the time of the immortal Jef- 
ferson, 

Dr, Cooper, of South Carolina, clozes his essays upon the 
United States bank, with the following language: 

“Mr. Biddle has been blamed for incurring expense in laying 
before the public the defences of the institution over which he 
presides, in reply to the incessant attacks made uponit. He 
would have beeii, not so much an imbecile president of that in- 
stitution, as a traitor to his trust, ifhe had omitted this part of 
his duty, and left the cause of the bank to the mercy of its ene- 
mies, with objections unanswered, and calumuies unrepelled. 
Jf he did not pay the presses that gave circulation to his defen 
ees, he ought to have paid them; for they subsist on such remu- 
neration, and are honestly entitled to it.”’ 


Some of the papers insist that Reuben M. Whitney has been 
appointed inspector, or something else, of the selected state 
banks, with the promise of a round salary. 


Mr. Ritchie, speaking of the removal of the deposites, said— 
4*It seems to us that the president disclaims all desire to dic- 
tate to the secretary of the treasury—but only to press upon him 
his own ‘view of the considerations which impel to immediate 
action.’ If these views were not conclusive upon the mind of 
he secretary, it appears to us, that the president ought to have 
content with doing his duty, and leaving the responsibility 
where the law had left it, in the hands of the secretary. The pre- 
sident might have, in the mean time, obtained information as to 
the best mode of depositing the public money in the state banks. 
For this cause alone he should not have removed the secretary, 
and appointed a substitute. A people, jealous of its liberties, 
should watch the exercise of the executive powers, and par- 
ticularly where the public purse is concerned. ‘The most vir- 
tuous chief magistrate may be led into error. His very virtues 
may betray him. His indignation against the abuses of others 
may prompt him to the adoption of a remedy whieh he erroie- 
pusly considers within the strict line of his duty.” 


And again—‘We confess, that we should have desired this 
measure of withdrawing the deposites, to have been for some 
time suspended. We should have preferred them to remain in 
the bank, and things to remain in statu quo. We doubted the 
policy of the measure in relation to the bank, as well as to the 
public. We also entertain doubts about the power of the presi. 
dent to control the administration of the treasury department in 
this behalf. We have not examined the question in all its as- 
pects, and will not, therefore, undertake at this time to pro 
pounce a positive opinion.” 

[{Fal, tal, ral!—da, de, di, do, du!) 


The Richmond Whig says that the public deposite bank in that 
the bank of Virginia, was short of its capital five per cent. 


a nt 


A New York paper gives a list of 20 banks in that state whic) 
ata late period, had $4,282,651 in circulation, 190,845 dollars i, 
specie, in their vaults. 


From the Boston Post. ‘‘One of the best things done by our 
Saviour, while on earth, was to overturn the money changers? 
table, in the temple; and of all the deeds of HIs SERVANT, the 
president of the United States, none is more refreshing to 
the friends of the people’s rights, than his close imitation of his 
MASTER’S MOST HOLY EXAMPLE.” 





From the New York Standard of November 18—‘‘Let the 
impression once become general that he [Mr. Biddle) is pursuing 
an uncalled for and tyrannical severity towards his debtors, 
and it will no longer be considered a point of honor to meet en- 
gagements promptly at the United States bank; even law is not 
efficient without the force of public opinion to make it so,’’ 


From the Globe. ‘‘We have hitherto had nothing to do with 
runs upon Mr. Biddle’s bank in the east or west. But we telj 
him plainly, if he persists in his determination to bring embar- 
rassment on the country, and ruin on his debtors, by exorbitant 
curtailments beyond what is necessary to pay up the public de- 
posites, WE WILL, by every means we can lawfully use or sug- 
gest, make his bank feel the effects of his reckless course. Jn 
more ways than one can the people of this country make their 
power manifest; and the trepidation displayed in the bank hive 
when the people, ina portion of Kentucky, by a spontaneous 
movement, began last year to eash its paper, has taught us how 
to make war with effect, whenever the conduct of the bank 
shall make it necessary or expedient.’’ 


A letter from Washington, pubfished in a New York paper, 
speaking of the $500,000 ehecks, said— 

“To guard against the consequences upon the mercantile 
community of a sudden call for the balances due from the state 
banks in specie, the secretary of the treasury, I understand, 
placed in the hands of the state banks, selected by him in your 
city, draughts on the branch for a million and a half of doilars, 
With instructions to use them only in the event of a sudden call 
for the existing balances, or a refusal to receive in deposite the 
distant branch notes paid in on account of the public revenue.”’ 

[That is—the checks were issued to enable the favored banks 
to pay their own debts with the public money. There is no 
mistake about this—and such was the operation of most of 
the many checks which have been issued. } 


Among the charges that have been put forth in lengthened 
detail against the bank, is a statement that 141,634 dollars have 
been paid to “‘lawyers,’’ from 1818 to 1831, or in the space of 14 
years. Considering the large number of prosecutions which the 
bank has been compelled to make, as well for the recovery of 
its debts, as for the punishment of counterfeiters, and especially 
soon after the period when Mr. Cheves was called to the presi- 
dency, it would seem that an average of 10,000 dollars a year 
cannot be regarded as an extravagantsum. It is a much less 
one, indeed, than we had expected that it was. 


It is asked—Is not the selection of certain state banks to hold 
the government deposites, equivalent to chartering certain Unit- 
ed States banks? Ifso, does not the power of chartering banks 
devolve on the secretary of the treasury? 


The following profligate proposal is found in the Troy Budget: 

‘There is one method by which emperor Biddle may be shorn 
of his power. Let congress take the bank out of his hands, and 
place it inthe hands of trustees invested with full powers to 
close its concerns. The people would, in that case, be relieved 
from the tyranny of the monarch, and the debts of the bank 
would be collected in a reasonable time, without an unneces- 
sary pressure upon the business of the country. If it should be 
said, the bank is protected by its charter against such a mea- 
sure, we answer, the transactions of the bank have been suffi- 
ciently unjustifiable to work a forfeiture of that charter.’’ 


[ What, seize upon twenty eight millions of dollars belonging 
to private individuals, and place the property in the keeping of 
————/’ The bank has not refused to pay its debts. The pre- 
sent great complaint is that it is too able to pay them. ‘The ex- 
actions of Davoust at Hamburg, or the sacking of St. Sebastians, 
were not more flagitious than this project. And besides, con- 
gress has no power over this matter. A scire facias may be or- 
dered, but it is the judiciary that must decide upon the case}, 


Mr. Duane’s 14th reason for not removing the deposites runs 
thus: 

‘Because I believe that the efforts, made in various quarters 
to hasten the removal of the deposites, did not originate with 
patriots or statesmen, but in schemes to promote selfish and 
factious purposes.’’ 


There has been much excitement in several parts of the west, 
on account of forced circulations of bank notes with which the 
people are not acquainted, and which they are compelled to sell 
to the shavers—as much as 5 per ct. being cut of in many cases. 
It would not surprise us to hear that persons disbursing public 
moneys in the notes of certain state banks, were discovered to 
be the purchasers of such notes from thage on whom they im- 
posed them. But so far as public officers shall be concerned in 
this, it may only be sharings for shave. 


It would gratify a just curiosity to know what proportion of 
the stock of the Manhattan bank at New York, one of the new 





at its last exhibit to the legislature. 





deposite banks, is owned by the marquis of Carmaerthen, which, 
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it is said, has lately loaned 800,000 dollars to the Wall street 


kers. 

he “Norfolk Herald’’ of the 4th inst. says: 

The following communication we trust will find its way to 
the eye of the president. The fact it discloses is an index, as 
plain as the sun at noon day, of the evils in reserve for the 

rer classes of the people, when the present equal and 
wholesale state of the currency shall be broken down with the 
extinction of the United States bank charter. If such things 
are found in the green tree, what shall they be in the dry? 

‘Communication. ‘The United States’ troops which left Old 
Point a few days since, were paid in the bank of Virginia notes; 
and these poer fellows had to pay twelve and a half cents in the 
dollar, atthe moment of embarking to serve their country, to 

rocure United States bank notes that would be of use to them 
when they should arrive south—this, too, from a pittance of 
six dollars per month. “in Eye Witness.”’ 

Admit that they might have got rid of their Virginia money, 
even at Savannah, at a less sacrifice, yet how was the poor 
soldier who never speculated in the money market or exchang- 
es, to know that; he only knew that state bank notes in one 
section of the union were not current in a distant one, and 
concluding that his money would not pass where he was going, 
he thought it best to get what he could for it in current coin— 
that he might not find himself in the situation of one destitute 
with money in his pocket. If these poor fellows who were so 
mercilessly shaved, had had more experience in momey mat- 
ters, they might have fared better; but then the chance is, that 
they would never have sought the army as a refuge from pover- 
ty. It will readily be perceived, then, that the great mass of 
evils resulting from a deranged and unequal currency will fall 
on the poor and inexperienced part of the people. We call 
upon the president, thereof, standing as he does in the attitude 
of guardian of the rights of the people against the operation of 
mischievous legislation, to dash this cup of oppression from 
their lips. Is he the poor man’s friend and will yet tolerate his 
ruin? It cannot be!* 

The Ohio Republican says—The brokers, at St. Louis, are 
reaping a rich harvest in consequence of the removal of the de- 
posites. The creditors of the United States in that region 
used heretofore to be paid off in drauglits upon the branch of 
the United States bank at St. Louis, that answered the mer- 
chants trading east as well as the mother bank notes. Now, 
paper of the pet bank at Washington, is transmitted to dis- 
charge those debts, that is at 4 and 5 per cent. discount at St. 
Louis. There is considerable excitement among the inhabi- 
tants of the northern part of Illinois, in consequence of this 
state of things. 


A new bank charter has passed the legislature of Tennessee. 
The name is the “Planters bank of Tennessee,”’ and the capital 
is two millions. The charter provisions are similar to those of 
the Union bank, of which we published an account last year, 
except that the state holds no stock in the Planters’ bank. 

PRIDE AND ITS PUNISHMENT. 

The New York “Evening Star’’ says— 

Our readers may possibly remember a long letter written by 
Mr. Kendall to the editor of the Standard, dated the 9th of Oc- 
tober, containing calculations respecting the bank: we extract 
the following passages to show its tone and its prophetic man- 
ner: 

“When you consider that the public moncys in the bank 
were about $9,868,000; that their sudden withdrawal would 
carry with it probably #3,000,000 out of the private deposites 
now amounting to about $8,000,000; that the bank has now to 
pay two or three millions of the three per cents. deferred in 
Europe; and that upon so extensive a curtailment of business, 
many millions of its nineteen millions in circulation must soon 
return upon it; you will perceive that sudden withdrawal of the 
public monies would at once destroy it. Yes, sir, this boasting 
giant is now but a reptile beneath the feet of the secretary of the 
treasury, which he can crush at will. Itexists by his forbear- 
ance, and will, for the next forty days; and great forbearance 
Will it require to save it from destruction.’ 


“But do not suppose the bank will be permitted to pursue a 
hostile course towards the state institutions, and thereby pro- 
duce that pressure which it is the policy of the administration 
to prevent. Manifestations of such a course on the part of the 
bank will undoubtedly be met by a commensurate transfer of 
the public money, which shall make the bank the first to feel 
the consequences of its own policy.”? 

“Thus has this hanghty institution been brought to its knees 
at the first step of the state banks. But the result of a necessity 
forced upon it by the foresight and energy of the new secretary 
of the treasury, is now, with characteristic impudence, set 
down to the account of its own liberality and forbearance.” 





“Paymaster Smith replies to the prec@lling statement, and 
fays—that he felt it his duty to make payments in the notes of 
the bank in which he is required to make his deposites—that 
the recent payment to the troops was in notes of specie value, 
and says that the evil complained of could not lave existed to 
any extent. 

We do not know how it should—but the article has been in- 
seried to show how ignorant persons are treated by the shavers 
Mud dealers in money. ‘These fellows’ consciences are made 
of gum elastic. ° 


' 


general explosion of local banks. 
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The “Star”? adds— 
Contrast the result of taking the deposites from the bank 


with the vain boasting and audacious anticipations of this 
principal conspirator. So far from bringing the bank to their 
feet, they are striving to rescue the state banks from dangers 
which threaten them. Instead of the United States bank de- 
pending on the “liberality and forbearance of the state banks,’? 
the reverse is the fact. The deposites are withdrawn—they 
have done no good where they were placed. Money is scarce 
—credit doubtful—a panic is gradually spreading over the west 
—exchanges are deranged—state bank notes cannot be made 
the circulating medium. The bank is in a sound state—has 
nearly all the specie in the country, and these wretched specu- 
lators are cut down, mortified and defeated. Yet still are they 
so desperate, that they wili die in the last ditch before they 
will allow their household troops to vote for a renewal of the 
charter. 


Note by the editor of the Register. 
Well—several half million checks were sent to the 


state banks to erush the ‘reptile’ and many of less 
amount, under various pretences, were drawn and passed 
through the favored banks, and yet such was the state of 
things that the president, in his late message to congress, 
prefers it as an offence in the bank of the United States 
that ‘it retains specie to an almost unprecedented amount 
in its vaults!’ Aud the fact is perfeetly well known, that 
many of the state banks exist only in the forbearance of 
the ‘‘reptile’? which the secretary of the treasury had 
under his feet!—and that the stock of the bank remains 
at a more steady and sure price than that of other like 
institutions—the favored bank at Philadelphia (the **Gi- 
rard”’?) having just fallen from 70 to 58 dollarsa share, or 
about seventeen per cenit. 
has not been denied, that the branch at New York, only, 
has more specie on hand, and debts due from state banks, 
than will pay all the claims which the secretary of the 
treasury can make upon the bank of the United States, 
and leave a very large surplus. 
the “reptile” must become the shield and the defence of 
the state banks—as happered last week at Philadelphia, 


It is also freely stated, and 


And it will be seen that 


when dray loads of dollars were offered to assist a state 


bank upon which a ‘‘run” was making. * 


The bank, placed on its defence by a reckless or igno- 
rant policy on the part of ‘“‘the government,” was com- 
pelled to gather-in its strength, and materially reduce its 


circulation, and especially with regard to the weaker of- 


fices; the actual stoppage of some of which evidently ap- 
pears to have been within the range of the foul opera- 
tions plotted against it, by sets of persons, who, to gratify 
the perfeeted malignity of their own hearts, would hazard 
a swift reduction of us to a paper currency and “‘fippen- 
ny-bit bank notes” again. We have had the best cur- 
rency in the world—but if the designs of these had been 
accomplished, we should have had one of the worst; and 
the truth is, that we are indebted to the good manage- 
ment of the bank of the United States for preventing a 
It has specie or ‘specie 
funds” on hand, nearly Br quite equal to the whole pre- 
sent amount of its circulation, if added to the money 
which it yet holds of the U. States; but the local banks, 
on an average, have only a small comparative proportion 
of specie or specie funds to accomplish the redemption 
of their notes, Ke. Itis then as clear as that the sun 
shines at noon-day, that to the prudent management of 
this bank we are, and shall be, indebted for a sound and 
wholesome eurrency—if in any event it ean be preserved; 
which many think that it will not, unless the government 
retraces its steps, and places things as they were. + 

In a short time, it is probable that all the public mo- 
ney will be drawn out of the bank of the United States, 
and, by that time, the bank will have rendered its small 
offices ‘‘snug,” by refusing re-issues of their notes. Then 
will it be put upon the new deposite banks to make their 
own exchanges, and to send to Portland, or New Orleans 
or St. Louis, for the redemption of such bills of those of- 
fices as they may be compelled to take in payment of 


*Another and perhaps more correct account, speaking of the 
‘‘run’? upon the Manufacturers and Mechanics bank of the 
Northern Liberties the one alluded to, says the report of the 
tender of specie is “gratuitous’’ but adds that if an unexpected 
pressure should be made, the U.S. bank has sufficient confi- 
denee in the bank above named to loan it this [50,000 dollars], 
or a greater amount. 

#S8ee the memorial from the Philadelphia banks, received 
since the preeeding was written and inserted below. 
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debts due the United States—for, after what has happen- 
ed, no accommodation to these bauks can be expected from 
the bank of the United States; and, if the directors are 
ro to be troublesome, most of the deposite banks 
will be harrassed every day, or every day be put into 
fear for to-morrow, But it is deeply the izterest of the 
bank of the United States to preserve a sound currency, 
and the bank will preserve it, if possible, notwithstand- 
ing the hosts of power and prejudice which have been 
brought to bear against it. It yet stands like a rock in 
the midst of storms—easy and confident in its own soli- 
dity; and might awfully retaliate, if it would. And it 
appears that the united power of ‘‘the goverument,” 
though using all the public money at will, with the sup- 
port of a strong apparent majority of the people, more 
zealously devoted to their ‘‘party” than ever before hap- 
pened in this country, through the ‘‘organization”’ of the 
press, and the personal influence of many thousand of- 
fivers in the civil department, who ‘‘feed at the public 
crib,” and are always ‘‘on duty” to expound and explain 
things to the ‘‘dear people,” is not able to crush 
the ‘‘reptile” under the feet of the secretary of the trea- 
sury, all these being required to say that that ‘‘reptile” is 
a **monarch’’—for so the bank of the United States has 
been /atterly called—‘‘by authority,” and in less than 
three little months, ere the shoes have grown old of those 
who lent every disposable force that they had to crush it. 

These things, however, shew that a mighty ability ex- 
ists in the bank of the United States. To preserve 
itself in such a contest, isa wonderful display of power 
—but to stand aloof, and wrap itself up in the folds of its 
own investitures, and deride the storm, was hardly to 
have been expected. And it has also the means of 
throwing back upon its aggressors their own aggressions. 
There is wisdom in the facts presented. ‘This power of 
that corporation to uphold itself, affords two useful les- 
sons: the first, that persons in authority should be care- 
ful how they meddle with the currency, if a wholesome 
one—and second, that if the bank exerted its energies, 
and was as reckless of consequences as are its enemies, 
the effect would be truly calamitous—and prove the con- 
clusion that as we have oftentimes said was the fact, 
that the bank has too much power under its present char- 
ter. That it has not latterly abused this power, is no 
argument in favor of granting it—we oan not endow 
any corporation with it. But this does not operate 
against the solid usefulness or real necessity of a bank of 
the United States; and we think that the bill which pass- 
ed both houses, and was ag mage by the president, 
would, as nearly as possible, have steered between the 
extremes of the present power of the bank, and a rag- 
money system—and one or the other it seems that we 
must have, in the present state of society: for we think that 
a return to the payment of specie in all the transactions 
between man and man, is practically impossible, in the 
present organization of the busmess of civilized nations, 
or civilized individuals, ‘They need and must have, 
some more convenient and cheap mode for the transfer 
of values. Local banks cannot furnish this—for every 
one of these has a ‘‘dominion,” or interest, of its own, 
selfish and peeuliar—and rightfully so; but not so witha 
general banking establishment, which regards the inter- 
est of the whole business of exchanges, and has a ‘‘sel- 
fishness” chiefly, or entirely, in the general facilities 
afforded, for its own general profit; which is the best 
possible guaranty that its affairs will be prudently and 
properly conducted, under wholesome restraints of the 
sovereign power of the country—which ought not to be 
yielded. Since the present out-cry against the bank, its 
course has been purely defensive. It was so even in re- 
spect to the alleged mal-appropriation of a small part of 
its funds. But if following the lead of its adversaries, it 
should assume an offensive attitude—if, unlike the old 
Spartans, it shall not be content with driving the ene- 
my beyond its own precincts, what must be the conse- 
quences’? There was no necessity to remove the depo- 
sites, and so produce the present pressure and derange- 
ment of the currency. It is not now even pretended 
that there was a fear for the solvency of the bank—but 
the public money has been cast, as it were, into unknown 
banks, and in a manner that allows the bank of the Unit- 
ed States no other discretion than such as shall be direct- 
ed to self-preservation, though altogether defensive. 








The money market at Baltimore is bad, very bad, anq 
seems to be getting worse and worse every hour, without 
any present calculation as to the extent to which the pres. 
sure will proceed, or present hope of relieving it. Q) 
these points we believe that all the knowing ones aye 
agreed, as well as in this—that it becomes every bank, 
and every person in business, to keep itself, or himself, 
“snug;”? and henee the circulation of the much reduced 
amount of money in the market is a slow one—which 
slowness materially adds to the difficulties encountered, 
If there had been any reasonable cause for these things, 
they would have been patiently submitted to—if there was 
an apparent limit to their duration, we should be cheered 
by hope. But there is nothing to recommend patience iy 
the first case or the second: and we must sustain the pres- 
sure as well as we may—and that is all that ean be said 
about it. But this pressure is light upon Baltimore com- 
pared with that which is suffered in other places, espe- 
cially New York and Philadelphia. In the last, we hope 
that many statements published concerning the pecuniary 
wants of the people are too highly colored; but are weil 
informed that exchange on England has fallen to 34 or 4 
per cent. which is about five per cent. below the real par; 
—that such notes as the banks would have gladly dis- 
counted, a little while ago, at 6 per cent. per annum, are 
extensively sold at rates of interest from 18 to 36 per 
cent. per annum; that there bas been a severe decline in 
the price of stocks, though shares in the bank of the Unit- 
ed States maintain 1074 a 108; and that of real property 
there are few sales, &c. ‘The local banks have no confi- 
dence in their own ability to relieve the pressure, for they 
know not at what moment it may come down upon them- 
selves—and the best dispositions are baulked by a con- 
staut regard for self-preservation! ‘The bank of the U. 
States cannot extend its discounts under the cireumstan- 
ces in which it has been placed by “the government,” 
not simply on account of the removal of the deposites, 
but because of a resolution manifested to destroy it, if 
possible; but it is doing much to sustain the present cre- 
dit of the state banks, by suffering large balances to re- 
main quiet against them; for example, as stated in ano- 
ther part of this sheet, the branch at New York ean pay 
all the debt which it owes to ‘the government,” ani 
more, by simply calling upon the state banks to pay up— 
if those banks are able to pay. And so it is in other 
places. In this state of affairs the following memorial 
has been prepared at Philadelphia, to be signed by the 
officers of the banks of that city, by authority of their se- 
veral boards of directors, which, in most eases, is said to 
have been given on Monday or ‘Tuesday last. 

THE PHILADELPHIA BANKS. 

It is said that the annexed memoria] was adopted by the pre- 
sidents of the banks in Philadelphia, at their meeting on Thurs 
day last week. 

To the senate and house of representatives of the United States 
in congress assembled. 
THE MEMORIAL 
Of the undersigned, the presidents of the state banks, located in 
the city and county of Philadelphia, acting under the authorily 
of the boards of directors of the several banks, 
Respectfully represent:— 

That they address themselves to your honorable bodies, as 
the guardians of the general interests of the country and as 
possessing alone the power of remedying the existing distress, 
and of averting the greater calamities which are obviously iin- 
pending. 

That one of the first blessings a nation can possess, is a sound 
and well regulated currency—the solid and sure reward of in 
dustry, and the uniform measure of property: and it was not the 
least among the many advantages anticipated from the consti 
tution, that the whole union would, by the legistative power, be 
relieved and preserved from the dangers and disgrace of a de- 
praved and irresponsible circulating medium. Such a sound 
currency this nation has enjoyed, by means of the bank of the 
United States, established by the wisdom of congress: and the 
peculiar occupation of the undersigned justifies them in stating 
their conviction, that it is owing in a great degree to the judi 
cious operations of Phat institution, that for ten years past our 
moneyed system has been so perfect—and that whether its s0- 
lidity, its adaptation to the wants of all classes of the commu- 
nity, its facilities for internal commerce, and its protection 
against the vibrations of foreign trade, be regarded, it has no 
superior in any country. It is, therefore, with deep regret, tha! 
the undersigned are now constrained to inform congress that, 
in their behalf, this system, with the signal prosperity, it has 














produced has undergone a sudden and painful change. The 
monéyed operations of our commercial cities are almost at & 
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stand: the commerce between the states is again laboring un- 


I cannot, however, concur with you in the expediency of 


der a tax, Which must continue increasing, of a loss on all its | transferring any of the funds in the United States bank to the 
exchanges; the circulating medium already begins to arrange it- | state banks, otherwise than forimmediate disbursement. Direc- 
self on the seale of depreciation: while in the train of these | tions have been given to all public officers to transfer their depo- 
evils and not far bebind them, may be apprehended a general | sites, amounting to perhaps a million of dollars, and all their’ 


abandonment Of specie payments. d : 
in looking for the cause of this state of things, the undersign- 
ed feel no ditliculty in naming that which is at once obvious and 


disbursements will hereafter be made through the state banks. 


It is the true policy of the government to carry into effect this 


great change with as little agitation in the monotary system as 
adequate. On the ist of October last, the whole moneyed sys- | possible. 


A sudden transfer of a large specie fund would cer- 


tem of this country commenced a total change. ‘To the eye of 4 | tainly enable the state banks to extend their accommodations, 
common observer, it seemed to be the mere transfer of the pub- | and make the money market easy; but it would be followed by 
lic revenue from one bank to many banks. But it was, in fact, | a disastrous reaction. ‘The United States bank being thus sud- 
the disorganization of the whole moneyed system, and the | denly weakened, would have not only an excuse, buta justifi- 
whole revenue system ofthe country. Until the lst of October | cation in calling upon her debtoys with the greatest urgency. 





the revenue paid by the whole country was diffused by the bank 
and its branches throughout the whole community, to be used 
fur the support of the industry of the whole, and gently recalled 
when needful for the service of the whole; while the bank, as 
the common friend of all sound state banks uniting with and 
sustaining them, was enabled to supply an adequate circulating 
medium from its own resources, and to preserve in a uniform 
and sound condition the issues of the state institutions. Now, 
the public revenue is no longer diffused throughout the whole 
union, it cannot even be advantageously used, where it is col- 
jected; and the bank of the United States, whose extensive 
power and credit have been so frequently employed to relieve 
the community, must look necessarily and primarily to its own 
avcurity. 

Happily for the country, the remedy for this distressing state 
of things is as evident as the cause of it. The undersigned do 
not hesitate to express their belief, that as the removal of the 
deposites of the United States from the bank of the United 
States, is the real cause of this distress to the restoration of 
them to that institution is the real, and will be the effectual, 
remedy forthem. With a view to remove from that measure 
all reasonable apprehension, the undersigned venture to request, 
that the deposites of the public revenue now in the state banks 
should remain with those institutions, until withdrawn in the 
course of the public service, or as the wisdom of congress may 
please to direct; but that hereafter the accruing revenue of the 
United States should be collected and deposited in the bank of 
the United States. And your memorialists will evey pray. 

EXTRAORDINARY LETTERS. 

The following truly extraordinary letters have been publish- 
ed in the **New York Standard,” (the leading administration 
paper in that city), in order to shew, as it is said, that the wri- 
ter and others, were not in collusion with the Wall street bro- 
kers, for their mutual benefit. They are supposed to have been 
addressed to Messrs Beers & Co. who are extensive dealers and 
jobbers in money and stocks, and many will think that they ra- 
ther confirm than do away the suspicion that is entertained as 
to the matter just stated. It was Beers & Co. by whom, or 
through whom, a sudden demand for 350 or 380,000 dollars in 
specie Was made on the Savannah branch—a transaction which 
appears to be involved in a great deal of mystery, because of 
the manner of it;.for it has been said that certain banks and 
public officers aid aside all the notes of this branch which they 
received for the purpose of making this draught—though the 
Savannah notes were at the time received by the bank at Phila- 
delphia, or the offices at New York and Baltimore, &c. as freely 
as their own issues, 

We have called them “extraordinary letters,’’? becanse, of 
the shewing of Mr. Kendall, that, in his own opinion, the whole 
moneys of the U. States had been as if committed to his own 
charge or keeping; and that the brokers thought so is evident in 
the fact, that, instead of addressing the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, they relied on the power of Mr. Kendall to do the thing 
Which they desired! 

Washington, 2°th Sept. 1833. 

Dear str: Your letter of the 26th inst. is at hand.—Since my 
return | have received several letters from you, all of which 
have remained unanswered, as have all other letters from New 
York, merely because [ resolved to have no correspondence 
with any one there until the great question should be decided. 

On account of your devotion to the cause [ had so much at 
heart, [ was anxious that the —— bank should be employed by 
the treasury department; but on considering the subject in all 
its bearings, it was thought proper at present to confine the se- 
lection to the three banks of large capitals already named to the 
public. The question is yet open as to the bank. With 
high respect, your obedient servant, AMOS KENDALL. 

Washington 11th Oct. 1833. 

Dear srr: The navy department is engaged in making inqui- 
ries as to the rate at which it can get specie funds placed in the 
Mediterranean ports for the use of our squadron there, and it 
has occurred to me to ask you the following question. 
At what premium paid in the United States, will you under- 
take to deliver on ship-board in the port of Marscilles, $50,000 
every three months in Spanish pillared dollars, with the privi- 
lege of sending out in the public vessels from the United States 





Her curtailment would, force all the state banks, except those 
employed by the government to curtail also, and the latter 
would afford no relief commensurate with the demand.—The 
pressure would return with more rigor than ever, and the blame 
would be thrown upon the government. 
We must not expose ourselves to such an attack. If the 
bank shall produce a pressure, (as she certainly can by unrea- 
sonable calls upon her debtors) the blame would now attach to 
herself, and she will not have even a pretence for casting it upon 
the government. 
Besides, in your city, the whole amount of revenue receiva- 
ble for three months to come, will be available to the state 
banks, receiving it for the accommodation of the people, inas- 
much as no treasury warrant will be drawn upon them so long 
as the treasury has any money in the United States bank. I 
understand the three banks have extended their discounts two 
millions of dollars, and the other banks in your city, probably, 
two more. This is enough, in all conscience, and I thinka 
little two much for the time. It is not desirable they should go 
further, for a greater line of discount cannot at present be sus- 
tained. It is this which still makes the branch a creditor bank, 
and the more their discounts are extended, the greater will this 
evil be. But if the state banks go no further, there will soon be 
a change in the relative position of the bank. The receipts of 
the distant branch paper by the bank, as well as her own, must, 
if your banks are prudently managed, throw the balances on the 
other side. These balances will be collected in coin, and in 
that way it will be transferred. You mention thatthe Mer- 
chants’ bank drew $60,000 from the branch; this will be followed 
by other draughts, until the U. States bank will find it difficult to 
sustain the branch in yourcity. As things now are, that insti- 
tution must keep means there to meet almost all its entire cir- 
culation, and it will have to become a great collector of specie 
from every quarter of the union, for the ultimate use of your 
bank, and others who may want it at New York. 
Is it not better then to Jetits specie funds pass out of the 
branch gradually—to let her reduce her discounts graduaily—to 
enable the state banks to extend theirs gradually—to permit the 
monster to pass silently outof existence; than, by an unneces- 
sary blow, force it, in its agonies, to convulse the community. 

No, sir—the policy of the government must be steady and in- 
flexible. It must be to prevent fluctuations, and not to make 
them. The United States bank requires the period it will take 
to expend all the public moneys in her hands, to reduce her 
business so as to be able to paythem. If hastened by transfers, 
she would only press the harder upon debtors, and if too sud- 
denly and severely pressed herself, she must expiode. Then let 
us give her all the time we can—not for her own sake, but the 
publie’s. She will have her hands full to save herself, and the 
confidence of the country will remain unimpaired. 
I have sketched these views hastily, but I have great confi- 
dence in their correctness—indeed, so much, that I think on 
looking at the subject in all its bearings, you will accord with 
me in opinion. 
The terms on which your house proposes to furnish dollars at 
Marseilles, are less favorable than the department has received 
from other quarters, but they are all so little satisfactory, that 
the project the secretary had in view will probably be abandon- 
ed. With high regard, your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 


fiG-On which the New York Commercial Advertiser remarks: 

The object of publishing this correspondence, as explained by 
the Standard, was to show, that the charges against the lower 
cabinet, of collusion with certain brokers in Wall street, and 
operating upon the chief of the upper cabinet, for their mutual 
benefit, were untrue! This is amusing enough—the secret cor- 
respondence confessed in the act of attempting to prove its non- 
existence! 

But this is not all. The Jast letter of Mr. Kendall, shows 
clearly that the removal of the deposites was intended to crush 
the bank; and the same document affords another amusing in- 
stance of the ignorance of the general concern at Washington, 
on the subject of finance. The chief of the lower eabinet affects 
to speak of the situation of the bank with great tenderness. He 
could not do this, and he would hot do that, because it would 
cripple the bank, or actually blow up the branch in this city! 
Now, what are the facts? We all know that since Mr. Kendall 


without charge wherever such vessels go, the department to | wrote this letter, the administration has been compelled to tack 


furnish the money to you on good security three months in ad- 
vance? With high respect, your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 

Washington, 18th Oct. 1833. 


about, and from charging the bank with being bankrupt, it has 
all at onee become too sound. It has too much specie! general 
Jackson says. As to the branch in this city, so far from troubling 
its credit, the government has drawn all its funds out but five 


Dear str: T have your favors of the 16th and 14th, and am | hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, without being able 





under obligations to you for your suggestions. 


to touch its specie; and the balances are this morning in its fa- 
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vor to the amount of six hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 


So that were the government to draw for the whole balance to- 
day, the bank would hand their drafts over to the deposite banks, 
with the power of calling iato its own vaults fifty-five thousand 
dollars of specie besides!* 

One thing more: Look at Mr. Kendall’s letters, and see in 
what a pretty predicament the government had already found 
itself placed, on the 18th of October, in regard to funds for the 
public service in the Mediterranean. Heretofore, the United 
States bank, through its own bankers in Europe, has managed 
all these matters, with the utmost ease and facility—but now, 
the government is obliged to throw itself into the hands of the 
brokers to buy the specie, and remit it at its own expense! 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 
Navy department, November 30th, 1833. 
To the president of the United States: 

Six—in submitting to your consideration a review of the ope- 
rations of the naval branch of the public service during the 
past year, I would first invite attention to its administration in 
this place. 

The separate organization of the navy department, in the 
manner Originally established by congress, and the change since 
made by the addition of a navy board, have, with the several 
clerks now allowed, furnished a sufficient number of persons 
for the suitable discharge of all ordinary duties immediately 
connected with this office. So far as my knowledge extends, 
those duties have generally been performed with promptitude 
and accuracy. But some changes in the present laws respect- 
ing them, would probably prove beneficial. Though the num- 
ber of clerks, and the aggregate amount of salary paid to them, 
are deemed sufficient, yet more substantial justice could be en- 
forced, if that amount was so appropriated as to permit the de- 
partment to divide it in conformity to the usefulness of their 
respective services. It has happened that some of them, re- 
ceiving large salaries, perform no greater or more difficult duties 
than those receiving less pay; aud no power exists here to equa- 
lize their compensation, except by an occasional transfer of du- 
ties, not always convenient, appropriate or useful. 

A different arrangement of the navy board has, for a few 
years, been a subject of consideration by congress. The board 
itself, and the head of this department, once united in recom- 
mending such a change as to apportion its ordinary business 
among the several members with a view to greater convenience, 
despatch and responsibility. This could be accomplished with- 
out any material increase of expense; and it seems on many ac- 
counts very desirable. The reasons for the change have been 
so fully detailed in former reports, as not to need, at this time, 
further explanation. 

There might be some useful alterations connected with the 
administration of the naval branch of the service in the office 
of the fourth auditor, whose duties, though nominally belonging 
to the treasury department, are intimately allied with, and very 
essential in most of, the operations of the navy. The great 
amount of property which is in charge of this department, and 
which is yearly increasing, seems to require that a regular ac- 
count of it should be opened in that office, and kept in such 
manner as to insure safety and responsibility. In another par- 
ticular, improvement could be made. The old balances on bis 
books, due from defaulters who were once in the naval service, 
are large; and although few such balances have occured lately, 
yet the collection of all of them would doubtless be promoted, 
af it were devolved upon him, as the person who, from his of- 
ficial station, is best acquainted with the situation of the claims, 
and the means of payment possessed by the debtors, and who 
could act with most promptitude in securing the public. 


Auxiliary to the central administration of the naval ser- 
vice, the inspection of our ordnance was, a few years since, 
assigned to an officer of rank residing in this neighborhood, and 
authorised to receive the usual extra allowances while engaged 
in actual duty. His employment during the past season has 
been much extended, having embraced the inspection of all 
our ordnance and ordnance stores in depot of all the naval 
stations. The result, it is hoped, may prove highly beneficial 
in our future operations. Under a similar arrangement, the 
custody and correction, as well as occasionally the purchase 
of charts, chronometers, compasses and nautical instraments 
generally, were devolved on two intelligent officers stationed at 
this place. The system has worked favorably, and the small 
increase of expense attending it has been amply repaid in the 
better preservation and quality of those articles, and in the pro- 
bable increase of safety to our vessels afloat, and to their gal- 
lant officers and crews. A specific estimate for the purchase 
and maintenance of a lithographic press is submitted a a 
means of saving, under charge of these officers, still more to 





*The following brief statement of facts in the same paper 
shews the troubles of the banks in a very strong light: 

On Saturday the 2lst—A stranger presented the notes of the 
bank to the amount of 20,000 dollars, and required the specie. 
The branch drew on the Phenix. The latter said it would pay 
the draught at 3 o’clock, but as the holder was in too much haste 
to wait, the branch advanced the specie to accommodate him. 
Meantime the Phenix drew for the specie on the Mechanics, and 
the Mechanics in turn drew upon the Manhattan. But as the 
draught upon the latter was not presented until the hour of 3 
~ it deferred payment until this morning as it had a right 
to do, 
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the public in the procurement of charts, circulars and bian 
forms, of such kinds as are employed, not only in this offic. 
but at the several yards, and on board vessels in commission. 
(A.) Its various conveniences and usefulness in other re. 
spects, and especially in the drawings and plans connected with 
the survey of our coast now in progress, are more particularly 
detailed in the reports annexed. (B,1 and 2.) To preven; 
any nominal or real increase of appropriations in consequence 
of the purchase of this press, it will be seen in the genera} 
estimates that a corresponding, or, indeed, a larger reduction 
has been made in what is asked for the general contingent ap- 
propriations for this office and for the service, and out of which 
appropriations most of the above articles are now provided. 

it was formerly iecommended to organize at this place a 
naval medical bureau, and a bill is now on the files of coy. 
gress reported for that purpose. As that bill was not finally dis. 
posed of, I did not deem it proper to adopt any different system 
for attaining, in a different manner, most of the benefits ex- 
pected to be accomplished by that measure. Butif nothing be 
done during the ensuing session of congress, regulating this 
subject, it is intended, under our present laws, that one of the 
older surgeons, in connexion with Dther services either at the 
barracks or navy yard in this city, “all be detailed and em- 
ployed in performing many of the duties contemplated for a 
surgeon general. 

The whole expenses, the past year, for all persons situated 
here, and belonging to the administration of this department, 
as well as the expenses for the care and repair of our furniture, 
buildings, and the ground appurtenant, were about $48,000. 
This amount, [ trust, will be thought to bear a favorable com- 
parison with the same class of expenses at former periods, or in 
other similar establishments, when the large increase and ex- 
tent of duties at this place are duly considered. 

Passing from the central administration of this department to 
that of the persons connected with its operations elsewhere, [ 
would next submit to your consideration a few remarks on the 
situation of such of those persons as fill official stations, but 
are technically denominated naval officers. ‘They are a large 
and useful class, belonging to what may be considered our civil 
list; and consists of agents, storekeepers, constructors, builders, 
school masters, secretaries to commanders, clerks of yards, en- 
gineers, live oak superintendents; and some others attached to 
stations and hospitals. 

In an establishment growing, like the navy, in a few years 
from so small a beginning to its comparatively great size at the 
close of the late war, and at the present moment, it was _per- 
haps unavoidable that many measures and appointments, con- 
sidered as incidental to other important objects expressly au- 
thorised, should be left to the discretion of the department. In 
this way most of the above persons have been employed and 
paid, usually by virtue of estimates and general appropriations, 
without any specific provision in any act of congress regulating 
the manner of their appointment, or the amount of their com- 
pensation. Indeed, a system similar in some respects has been 
extended to others; as the only limit which now exists to the 
number of every class of naval officers is the same discretion, 
restrained solely by estimates and appropriations, and by the 
confirmation required from the senate in the case of commis- 
sioned officers. These practices have not, in my opinion, been 
the safest; though the custom of this department to submit to 
congress, through the executive and otherwise, full communi- 
cations of its doings in relation to most of these subjects, enables 
the government to exercise any control deemed necessary over 
any supposed abuse. My own desire has been, whenever con- 
venient and practicable, to impose still further limits on that 
discretion. With this view, on a former occasion, the esti- 
mates for the contingent appropriations were made by me more 
epecific, and settled rules of allowances and compensation, in 
most cases, were established or collected, and then digested and 
published. The revision of our whole naval regulations by the 
board heretofore appointed for that purpose, will, when finished 
and adopted, probably introduce greater system and certainty in 
relation to some of these matters. Butit still deserves conside- 
ration, whether additional legal provision might not judiciously 
be made concerning the appointinent and wages of some of the 
classes before named. All the persons on the civil list now un- 
der consideration, are believed to have conducted, during the 
past year, with fidelity to their duties. The only essential 
changes in relation to them have been the following. There 
has been a discontinuance of two naval constructors, whore 
services were no longer needed; and new and more economical 
arrangements have been made as te the duties of some of our 
agents and etorekeepers abroad. The few live oak agents, ap- 
pointed for certain districts, who remained in office last Decem- 
ber, have been dispensed with, and no salary is now paying on 
that account, except to one person, in temporary employ for a 
few months, in the examination of an unfinished district. In 
some cases in which we have had warranted officers competent 
to perform the labors assigned to persons belonging to civil life, 
and hired at some of the yards, it has heen deemed sound eco- 
nomy to order the former upon such duty, and to discontinue 
the services of the latter. 

It has not been found necessary to select a permanentengineer; 
as the superintendents of the dry docks, and of the erection 
of the hospitals, have been able for the present to perform such 
duties as would have been required of him. But the additional 
schoolmasters authorised at the last session have been employ- 
ed; and, it ie hoped, with increased benefit to the class ol 
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unger Officers. A general order has recently been issued with 
a view to improve the education of these o east by requiring 
all midshipmen, whether passed or not, after suitable relaxation 
ynder leaves of absence, to attend on one of the naval schools 
for further instruction in the studies, and proficiency in the du- 
ties, belonging to their profession. It is intended to employ 
them not only in appropriate reading, nautical observations and 
recitations, but in forming a more practical acquaintance with 
the several materials used in the construction and equipment of 
vessels, and with the manner of preserving them, and ef apply- 
ing them in building and repairs. A due portion of their leisure 
will also be devoted to the performance of such services con- 
nected with Our most important naval stations where the 
schools are established, as will be useful to the public, and at 
the same time advance them in a more thorough knowledge of 
ihe active duties which may soon devolve on them in higher 
and more iesponsible situations. = ; 

Excepting these variations, the civil establishments at the 
yards, and abroad, have not been materially altered during the 
year. It will be seen that the whole expenses of the persons 
connected with them have been considerably reduced, and are 
now annually about $130,000. This does not include the wages 
of ordinary laborers; as they are more properly charged, ac- 
cording to their employment, under other heads, which will 
hereafter be considered—such, for example, as repairs of ves- 
sels, improvements at yards, or building of hospitals. 

The only material change proposed in the civil list for the 
ensuing year, is-a small addition to the very low compensation 
of some the clerks at a few of the yards. 

The remaining persons belonging to the naval establishment 
are the various officers and seamen ofthe navy. The general con- 
duct of these the past year has been highly commendable. The 
very small number of courts martial, it is believed, has arisen 
from an improving spirit of harmony in the service, and froma 
mild, but firm and uniform system of discipline. Seldom has 
ihe health enjoyed on every station been better; and the supe- 
rior condition of the medical corps, as well as of the hospitals, 
exercises On this subject a very salutary influence. 

The number of officers in the different classes has generally 
been kept within the estimates. It is proposed to continue the 
number much as it now exists. There are now quite as many 
captains and surgeons as can be usefully employed; the former 
having .been increased about one-third, and the latter one- 
fourth, during the fast ten years. There are somewhat more 
lieutenants and midshipmen than might be deemed indispensa- 
ble; the former within that time having been increased about 
one-half, and the latter one-fourth: though, in making this com- 
parison, it is proper to state that, previous to 1824, all these 
classes had occasionally been more numerous than they were 
at that period. But, in relation to the two last classes, no re- 
duction from the estimates of last year is contemplated. It is 
considered that, on a peace establishment, they ought to pos- 
sess ample and valuable materials for any sudden or large in- 
crease of the higher classes, which any national emergency may 
at any time require; whilst nothing is found to prove more in- 
jurious to older officers than to be placed in a condition where 
no further improvement, by anticipated promotion, exist, and 
where the classes they already fill contain so large a number as 
to permit many years to elapse without the possibility of putting 
them all on active duty, unless at the expense, inconvenience, 
and injury, of more frequent changes of the superior officers iu 
stations and squadrons, than the public interests appear to jus- 
tly. 

T’he whole number of naval officers at this time, includ- 
ing those under warrants as well as commissions, is about 
one thousand; and our whole annual expenses, of every kind, 
for their maintenance is about $850,000, or on an average about 
$850 dollars for each officer. These expenses have not been in- 
creased during the last ten years, except what has been caused 
by the addition before mentioned to the numbers of some classes 
of officers, and the augmentation in pay in 1827 to passed mid- 
shipmen, in 1828 to surgeons and their assistants, and in 1830 to 
lieutenants. In the mean time, of late years, more useless offi- 
cers have been placed on half pay, and and some large allow- 
auces reduced. But no further essential reductions in these 
particulars can, in my opinion, be effected without injury either 
to individual officers, Or to the naval service. Whatever has 
been accomplished by myself on this subject and on the re- 
quirement of a more equal portion of laborious duty from all 
Officers of similar rank and date who were not invalids, has 
often caused to me much pain; but it has been prompted by a 
strong sense of the equal justice due to the officers themselves, 
and of the manifest propriety in this department of seeing that 
all those under its administration perform services for the pub- 
lic, When practicable, in some degree proportionate to the com- 
pensation they receive. 

It is hoped that I may not be deemed importunate, if, once 
more urging on your attention a topic far more grateful to my 
feelings, [ have long entertained a decided opinion that the 
compensation to some classes of officers ouglit to be increased. 
Itis certain that more equal justice would be awarded to all, 
that services at sea could more easily be obtained, that greater 
cheerfulness and alacrity in the petformance of duty would be 
evinced, and a higher grade of qualifications in some subordi- 
nate stations could be commanded, if the whole subject of pay 
Was revised, and the compensation graduated in a fairer pro- 
portion among different ranks in the navy, and to similar ranks 
i the army; and if there was provision made for a larger and 











marked discrimination between duty afloat and leave of ab- 
sence, Or waiting orders, on shore. Such a discrimination 
formed a prominent feature in the actof congress seer April 
2ist, 1806, and which regulates pay as now estab ished. But 
that discrimination, amounting to one-half of the whole py? 
was virtually abolished bya rule of this department in 1819. 
During the continuance of the small compensation to some 
classes of officers, and after so long a practice under that rule, 
with the yearly sanction of congress by means of the estimates 
and corresponding appropriations in conformity to the rule, [ 
have not felt at liberty to alter it. Further details on this sub- 
ject at this time are not deemed necessary, as they have fully 
and recently been laid before you in a special report from this 
department On a resolution of the senate passed at the last ses- 
sion of congress. 

The whole number of seamen in the navy, including all the 
different grades, does not vary much from five thousand; and the 
annual expenses of their pay, rations, and enlistment, are not 
far from $1,130,000, or, on an average, about $226 for each sea- 
man. ‘These expenses are small, and indicate great popularity 
in the service when we advert not only to our facility in obtain- 
ing good seamen, but to the high rate of wages the past year in 
merchant vessels, and to the great cost of this class of persons 
in the navies of some countries, where labor is generally much 
lower than in the United States. These expenses have not 
been increased the last ten years, except by an augmentation of 
about one-third in the whole number of seamen, arising chiefly 
from an increase of our force in commission. The complement 
of men to each vessel might advantageously, in some respects, 
be lessened, and the whole expenses on account of them be 
thus reduced, were it not considered of vital importance in so 
small a navy to have all our ships afloat as perfect as possible 
in every particular conducive to their efficiency, and to the re- 
putation of the government. It is expected that a laudable 
pride will then be feitand encouraged by all connected with the 
service, On a comparison of the condition of our own ships with 
those of other nations, and that the moral force of our navy— 
as a model for a larger one when wanted—as likely to vindicate 
its country’s rights and honor, in war, and protect its commerce 
in peace—will always be much greater with a small number of 
vessels afloat, built of the best materials and in the best man- 
ner, supplied with the most approved equipments, commanded 
by well educated and well disciplined officers, and navigated by 
full crews of hardy and contented seamen, with the whole rea- 
dy on an emergency for immediate and efficient action—than 
with double the number of vessels half manned, and in other 
respects defectively provided. Every improvement in our ma- 
terials, whether timber, cordage, or cannon—in our yards, 
docks, or harbors, in our hospitals or asylums—will add strength 
to this moral foree, and better prepare us for any future conflict 
in which the violence or injustice of other nations may involve 
us. 

In connexion with this part of the service, it is deemed pro- 
per to present some remarks concerning the condition of the 
marine corps. The subject of its allowances, in addition to 
pay was not specially noticed by congress the hast year, though, 
in that way, it bas of late been customary to reguiate them, 
But, under a belief that the omission probably arose from accié- 
dent, | have not interfered to revise the difficulties which have 
so long existed under thathead. It will, however, be eonsider- 
ed my duty, the ensuing year, to investigate, and attempt to ad- 
just them, if not otherwise provided for. The commutation of 
the whiskey part of the ration, while the marines are at sea, haw 
been extended to this corps; and the army regulation, entirely 
abolishing that part, has been applied to their rations while ow 
shore. 

The whole expenses of the corps, independent of the erection 
of barracks and officers’ quarters, are yearly about $190,000. 
The expenditures for such erections, on an average for the last 
ten years, have been about $5,000 annually. The quarters au- 
thorised at Philadelphia have been completed; but the comfort 
and proper accommodation of the men require new barracks at 
New York. The estimates for this purpose, and for the support 
of this corps, are herewith submitted. (C, 1 and 2.) 


The examination of the state of the pensioners upon the navy 
pension fund, as those enjoying its privileges, have been, or are 
now, in the service, or were connected with those once in it, 
may also be deemed to come property under the head of persons 
attached to the navy. Though the annual expenditures from 
that fund are about $33,000, yet the fond itself did not spring 
from the public treasury, except as derived from prizes captur- 
ed by our public vessels. It was not till lately that its disburse- 
ments were classed with the navy expenditures; and now the 
only yearly expense this fund and its administration here impose 
on the treasury, is the portion of time they occupy of the head 
of this department, and of one clerk. Its annual income now 
exceeds the annual expenses about $20,000, and, during the past 
year, rules have been prepared, and the benefits of this surplus 
extended, as originally contemplated by the act of congress 
creating the fund, as to embrace those officers and seamen, who 
without being wounded, have, during long and faithful servi- 
ces, been visited by infirmities entitling them to relief. Five 
persons, coming under this description, have been added to the 
pension list, and are allowed suitable clothing, food, and medi- 
cal attendance. The number of pensioners under this and the 
other provisions, is 297. 

The condition of the privateer pensioners, placed under the 
exclusive administration of this department, has not essential- 
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ly changed during the year. The fund for their relief, like that 
for navy pensioners, does not come from the public treasury, 
and its management is no charge upon that treastiry, except in 
the particulars before mentioned. As the whole of this fund 
was derived from captures by privateers, it has been deemed 
expedient to exhaust it in the support of those disabled, and of 
proper persons connected with those, whose bravery and enter- 
prise made the captures, It has therefore become gradually re- 
duced to $44,667. The annual charge on it at this time is about 
$3,000, exceeding considerably the annual income, and thus, in 
due time, carrying into effect the original policy of the system. 
For further particulars about these two funds reference can be 
had to the annexed statement. (D, 1 to 5.) 


On a review of the entire personal branch of our naval estab- 
lishment, it will be seen that its annual cost, not including the 
marine corps, is about $2,900,000; and, of that sum, about 
$1,964,000 is an annual charge on the public treasury. Consider- 
ing the size and usefulness of the whole naval establishment, it 
is believed that this part of it, at the present time, bears a judi- 
cious and economical proportion to the whole, except in the 
particulars heretofore enumerated. Should improvements be 
mace in those particulars, L am satisfied that the number and 
compensation of the persons employed, both on the civil list 
and in the navy, will be found to be such as to ensure the due 
care and preservation of the public property, to furnish officers 
and men sufficient for the present protection of our commerce 
and rights abroad, and to maintain among al! classes a state of 
discipline and activity indispensable to efliciency in the dis- 
charge of ordinary duties, and to a supply of suitable candidates 
for promotion in the extraordinary exigencies of the future. 

The deaths, dismissions and resignations, in the service since 
my last report, may be seen in the tables annexed. (EE. I. G.) 

When we advert to the other subjects connected with the 
navy, and more especiaily to what may be considered as belong- 
ing to its materials, it is deemed proper to notice first the em- 
ployment and condition of our public vessels. Those in com- 
mission have consisted of one ship of the line, four frigates, 
eleven sloops, and seven schooners. They bave been distribut- 
ed, as usual, on four foreign stations, keeping up a greater in- 
tercourse than formerly with the western coasts of Portugal 
and Africa, and with the adjacent islands, extending our cruises 
into various parts of the Indian ocean, and making the West 
India squadron act somewhat more as a home squadron, by re- 
quiring a portion of it to visit twice annually some of our At- 
lantic ports. By properly regulating these visits, much expo- 
sure in the two most dangerous months in a tropical climate is 
avoided, and great facilities are obtained to furnish necessary 
supplies, to relieve parts of their crews and exchange officers, 
as wellasto have nearer at hand, during those visits, vessels 
in commission, which, if any emergency should occur, may be 
despatched at once on ary distant or important service. Efforts 
have been made to relieve seasonably all our vessels which 
have been more than two years abroad. The Fairfield and Vin- 
cennes have been sent to the Pacific to succeed the Potomac 
and Falmouth; the Natchez and Ontario, to the Brazilian sta- 
tion in place of the Lexington and Warren; the Experiment to 
the West Indies in place of the Shark, and the Shark and Dela- 
ware to the Mediterranean in place of the Concord, Boston, 
John Adams, and Brandywine. In making these changes so 
early as to prevent the expiration abroad of the service of our 
seamen, much discontent has been avoided, though this system 
has necessarily subjected the department to some additional ex- 
pense, by having occasionally, for short periods, double sets of 
vessels afloat attached to the same station. But it has enabled 
us to perform our engagements faithfully with their crews, and 
to keep up a more regular and constant force on each station 
for protection. At the same time, caution has been taken to 
guard against an increase of our whole expenditures for the 
current year beyond the appropriations connected with this 

subject. 


All those squadrons have been actively and efficiently em- 
ployed: and it gives me great satisfaction to state, that ourcom- 
merce in all quarters of the globe was probably never known to 
be more free from menaces, danger, or actual violence. 


The estimates for the ensuing year are for the same amount 
of force as was authorised the past year, consisting of about 
530 guns, and distributed in such a proportion among vessels of 
every class belonging to our service, as to combine the greatest 
efficiency for naval purposes during peace, with the soundest 
economy. Few will deem that force either too large or extra- 
vagant, when it is considered that our foreign commerce, ex- 
posed on the ocean, exceeds one hundred millions of dollars in 
imports, and almost an equal amount of exports, with vessels 
exposed in their transportation of over half a million in ton- 
nage, and probably twenty millions in value; and when it is re- 
membered how much the security, not only of those vessels 
and their cargoes, but of their numerous crews, and of other 
classes of our eitizens resident in some countries abroad, 
depends upon our navy being actively and widely distribut- 
ed. On this point it may be well to refleet further, how 
safely that navy enables us not only to send to new and the 
most distant markets, and thus to give increased value to the 
surplus proceeds of our agriculture, manufactories, and fishe- 
ries, and to obtain in return whatever may conduce to comiort, 
improvement, or wealth, but what protection and enhanced 
worth it confers on most of our immense coasting trade; how 


appreciated by it; the respect it inspires, the security it yields 
and the weight it affords in all our claims of justice, and nego’ 


tiations with semi-barbarous nations; and how justly it may be 
apprehended that new perils will, ere long, await a portion of 
our trade, and the tranquillity of a part of our maritime fron. 
tier, from the operations of a new course of legislation by some 
foreign powers. concerning an unfortunate portion of their po- 
pulation; and against which perils, a8 well as against the orqj- 
nary aggressions and piracies in peace, and much of the depre- 
dations which may threaten us in war, the navy, from the ip. 
sular situation of our country as to the most of the World, must 
always be regarded as our great safeguard. , 
The facilities for the examination and repair our vessels have 
been much increased the past year by the completion, in most 
respects, of the two dry docks; and the expenses in refitting the 
classes of larger vessels will thereby become sensibly reduced, 

The present policy of this department is to launch no more 

vessels of the same size with those in ordinary, until the latter 
are worn out. But it is proposed to build from time to time 
and protect on the stocks till wanted, such new vessels as con. 
gress may authorise to be constructed; because, in that condi- 
tion, their timber will improve rather than decay, and the ex- 
pense of taking care of them will be trifling compared with that 
of vessels in ordinary. This course has been adopted the past 
year with the Macedonian, now building. It is recommended 
as sound policy, that authority should be given to procure the 
frame for another sloop, to be called the Levant, after the con- 
sort so gallantly captured with the Cyane; and the frame for 
another frigate, to be called the Paul Jones, in grateful memory 
of one of the earliest, bravest, and most distinguished commay- 
ders in our naval service during the revolution. The estimates 
for the purchaze of these are submitted. (H.) Frames could not 
be bouglit for vessels of these names under any existing laws; 
and the timber, if procured and seasoned, whether soon set up 
or not, would become more valuable, being sheltered under 
either our present excellent sbeds or ship-houses, and live oak 
probably becoming scarcer and dearer as our southern frontier 
cleared for cultivation. 
The vessels in ordinary and on the stocks, as well as the 
frames for others in depot, have all been examined, and found 
to be in a good state of preservation, except a few of those in 
ordinary. Some of them are defective by their long continuance 
afloat before being covered, some by their great age, and some 
by the original imperfection of their timber, Those unworthy 
of being refitted are used at times for receiving ships; and the 
rest, as wanted, are placed in a proper state to go into commis- 
sion for the relief of other vessels returning from long cruises, 
and needing extemive repairs. As vessels afloat grow older, 
their repairs must of necessity become more expensive. The 
cost of all repairs of all our vessels the past year, has been about 
$580,000. During the last ten years the repairs have been, on 
an average, about $500,960 annually. 

A table showing the vessels in commission, with their com- 
manders and stations, is submitted. (1). The names and condi- 
tion of those in ordinary and on the stocks, may be seen in the 
documents annexed, (K, 1 and 2). Proceeding from the vessels 
to the materials used in their construction and equipment, not 
much has occurred the past year deserving notice. Some additions 
of valuable and durable articles have been made to our various 
stores on hand at the time of my last annual report. All these 
stores, and especially the timber in the docks and under sheds, 
are in good condition; and means have been taken to ascertain 
and supply any deficiency, in any article not perishable, which 
may be wanted for the building and perfect equipment of every 
vessel on the stocks, and every frame in depot. As more tim- 
ber may be needed, or thought proper to be purchased in ad- 
vance, our means for the supply of live oak, it being the most 
important species, have been fully investigated and discussed 
in a special report to congress from this department during the 
last session. Referring to that for detailed information on this 
point, | would only add, that subsequent examinations in some 
of the then unfinished districts have fully confirmed the impres- 
sions entertained concerning the great quantity of live oak tim- 
ber on portions of the public lands in those districts. In respect 
to the other kinds of timber needed in ship building, the govern- 
ment has made little public provision; and doubis exist whether 
it will be necessary to make any further public provision for its 
growth or preservation while the prices continue so moderate, 
aud the resources of the country in such timber are likely, for 
many years, to remain so very abundant. 


The erection of two new magazines, where none before ex- 
isted, is proposed the next season; and an estimate for that pur- 
pose is submitted. (L.) Connected with this, a thorough in- 
spection has been made not only of our present ordnance stores, 
but, as previously mentioned, of all our arms on hand, with a 
view tothe sale of such as is defective or unsuitable, and to 
the procurement of what may be found necessary to produce 
uniformity, and the greatest power, in our future armaments. 
The usual sum of about $10,000 has been expended for the pur- 
chase of such ordnance and ordnance stores as the eurrent 
wants of the service required. The buying and manufacture ot 
iron tanks for all our vessels in commission are in rapid progress 
under the late appropriation for that purpose; and, should con- 
gress sanction the making of our own cordage as heretofore 
asked, and as now again proposed in the general estimates, the 
equipment of our vessels would soon become, throughout, all 





much our national reputation abroad is every where known and 





which the friends of the service could desire, for health, safety, 
efficiency, and national reputation. 
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After much deliberation, the department has become con- 
vineed that the building or purchase of two store ships for the 

Pacific station, to be used in the transportation and the prezer- 

vation there of supplies of all kinds, would promote sound eco- 

nomy, and increase the comforts of our seamen. An estimate 

for the procurement of one the ensning year is submitted. (M.) 

We are obliged to pay freight for these supplies, heavy duties 

either on their being landed or re-shipped, and large rent for 
store houses. The duties are a burden from which we are al- 

most entirely exonerated under similar circumstances in other 
quarters of the world. ‘The proposed mcasure would relieve us 
from them as well as the other charges; and the store ships, by 
going out and returning separately and alternately, would afford 
great facilities to exchange or bring home invalid officers and 
seamen, without incurring the expense of their passages in mer- 
chant vessels from so distant a station. 

The construction of two or three small steam batteries, for 
reasons heretofore recommended, is still deemed highly impor- 
tant to our future interests; and too long delay in making fur- 
ther experiments, and in acquiring further science on this sub- 
ject in our naval servicc, may, on the sudden occurrence of 
hostilities, place us in a position nota little mortifying to our 
pride, and hazardous to our welfare. 

The different navy yards are essential portions of our naval 
establishment, connected with its materials. The condition of 
most of them has been improved the past year, either by new 
buildings for officers’ quarters, or new store houses and timber 
sheds, or new wharves and other conveniences. 

The two dry docks at the yards near Norfolk and Boston, 
having been successfully completed in all essential particulars, 
the details on that subject will be found in the report annexed, | 
(No. 1,2, and 3.) This report shows the whole expenditures 
the last year not ony on that subject, but on all others, under 
the head of gradual improvement. From the great advantages 
already realized in the ease and rapidity of repairs in vessels at 
the yards where these dry docks are situated, I am satisfied that 
others would be found very beneficial. Surveys were formerly 
had for two more—one at New York, and one at Portsmouth— 
and a report in favor of those two, was once made and approved 
in the house of representatives. Much can be urged in favor of 
the former place on account of its central position, and great re- 
sources for repairs, stores, seamen and workmen; anc of the 
latter place, on account of the low price of labor, small cost of 
coustructing a dock, and the easy access to it by vessels of all 
classes at all seasons of the year. But whether one or both, or | 
neither, shall be selected at this time, is submitted to the pro- 
per authorities on a review of the whole subject. It must be | 
obvious that the relative importance of different stations must 
undergo changes, as the capacities of different quarters of the 
country become more fully developed; and that some places, 
now employed as naval depots. can be of very litte use on the 
eccurrence of war, while the positions of others, when that 
event may happen, will greatly increase their usefulness. 

Among the new places which, on such an occasion, if not 
earlier, the interests of the country may require the government 
to oceupy for naval purposes, will undoubtedly be Newport 
harbor on the north, and one or more positions on the long 
range of coast to the south between Norfolk and Pensacola. 
Whether the last selection should be made near Charleston or 
Savannah, at Key West or the Dry ‘Tortugas—each of which 
possesses advantages for such purposes—can be better decided 
when the time aud circumstances occur rendering immediate 
action necessary. 

The continuance of Pensacola as a naval station seems to me 
judicious. This opinion arises not only from its convenient po- 
sition as to the whole gulf of Mexico, but its proximity to the 
mouths of the Mississippi and Mobile rivers, whose great and 
growing commerce is 80 amply entitled to the best protection. 








are chargeable to a distinct appropriation for gradual improve- 
ment, and were about $180,000. ‘The other expenditures under 
the last head were about $150,000. (N,1.) The estimates for 
the usual objects at the yards the ensuing year, are about the 
average amount for the last two years. Beside those objects, 
they include an extra sum towards the erection of rope walks, 
in conformity with the plan adopted by congress in 1827; and 
yet the whole amount requested towards theee and all other im- 
provements, at all the yards, is only 2354,000, 

Immediately connected with the subject of our yards, is that 
of our naval hospitals, and the nava! asylum. Under the ap- 
propriations lately made by congress, new hospitals have been 
commenced near Pensacola, New York and Boston, on retired 
and healthy sites, combining great convenience and beauty. 
The plans of these have been formed on a scale suitable only 
to the present wants of the service, but capable of easy and 
appropriate enlargement hereatier, whenever our necessities 
may require it. An additional sum will be needed to finish them 
in the manner proposed, and to make further progress in the 
hospital before built at Norfolk. (Q). 

Such expenditures have been made the past year on the lat- 
ter, from the general hospital fund, as could well be spared, and 
as the comforts of its inmates seemed most urgently to demand, 
This is much larger than our present necessities require; and, 
therefore, it is not proposed to finish the whole interior of it. 
But the exterior of this hospital is now chiefly completed, and 
it has become one of the most beautiful and useful public 
buildings belonging to the government. ‘The naval asylum at 
Philadelphia, has been finished and partly furnished; but it is 
much regretted that the department has not been able to obtain 
a cession of jurisdiction over it, without reservations that ren- 
der the cession wholly nugatory. Besides retaining the usual 
power in the state to execute criminal and civil process, the re- 
servations subject it to, and itis actually burdened by, the as- 
sessmpent of large taxes which are paid from the hard earnings 
of our seamen, and an unlimited right is retained to cut up the 
property by new streets. Turther efforts are now making by 
the department to obtain relief from these onerous taxes and 
liabilities, so disadvantageous, if not fatal, to the success of this 
public and charitable institution. Should these efforts fail, all 
the correspondence and documents in the case will be submit- 
ed, in order that such legislation may be bad as the whole cir- 
cumstances connected with the subject shall be thought to re- 
quire. ‘The general condition of the hospital fund may be seen 
iu the statement before referred to. (D, 6.) 

The ordinary purchases of medicines and surgical instru- 
ments for use in hospitals and yards, and in vessels afloat, are 
included under a specific appropriation, and are about $35,000 
yearly. ‘The pay and subsistence of the surgeons and assistant 
surgeons attached to the hospitals are provided for under the 
general appropriation for navy officers. The otber annual ex- 
penses of our hospital establishment, independent of buildings, 
furniture and repairs, are about $1,000. These are defrayed 
wholly from assessments on the seamen and officers. From 
the same quarter come all other resources for the establishment, 
with the exception of such appropriations as congress have made 
from time to time to aid in erecting and furnishing buildings. 
These last appropriations have been made but seldom, and 
have, within ten years, amounted to a sum which would be, on 
an average, about $22,150 annually; and for the same purposes, 
during that period, the fund has furnished, from its annual in- 
crease and former accumulations, about $45,000 annually. 
Should congress grant what is now asked, more will probably 
not be wanted for many years. In immediate connexion with 
the yards, hospitals, and other real estate belonging to our na- 
val establishment, is the live oak plantation. Being situated 
only seven miles from our most southern yard, it has the past 
year been placed under the same general superintendence. The 





In the depth and size of its bay, in the excellent defences of its 


purchase of the land, and the cutting and removal of the under- 


mouth, in its healthy situation, in its easy access to all our ves- | wood and common timber from about 200 acres of the planta- 


sels. except of the two highest classes, Pensacola has no promi- 
nent rival in that neighborhood. The correspondence and docu- 
ments annexed (O, l and 2) are submitted toaid yourselfand con- 
gress to judge of the practicability and propriety of deepening the 
entrance to the bay, so as to admit vessels of the largest class. 
This, it is supposed, can be effected at a small expense, com- 
pared with the importance of such a measure to the full opera- 
tions of our navy on that coast, and to the greater security and 
strength of our southern maritime defences. 

The exchange of lands at the yard near New York, authorised 
at the last session of congress, has been carried into effect. The 
controverted claim of the heirs of Mr. Harris to a part of the 
navy yard near Boston, has once been laid before congress; and 
a new action having been instituted by them against the coim- 
mander of that station, as will be seen by the letter annexed, 
such course will be pursued in its defence as congress may be 
pleased to direct. (P.) 

Some new pretensions have been set up to different parcels 
of land ineluded in our possession and purchases at Norfolk; 
but their justice cannot be recognized on the facts known to the 
department, and those making them have been informed that 
no steps can be taken for their adjustment, unless the parties 
previously obtain the sanction of congress, or a judgment in 
their favor by the conrts of law. ae 

The expenditures on all the yards the last year, exciusive of 
the dry docks, but including houses, sheds, stores, wharves, en- 
closures, workshops, marine barracks, and incidental labor, 
have been about $360,000, The expenditures on the dry docks 


tion, had been accomplished before the charge of this department 
was placed in my hands. It seemed to me judicious in that state 
of things to attempt to preserve any benefits already attained, 
or fairly anticipated, by continuing to destroy a few years lon- 
ger the annual growth of other wood injurious to the young 
live oak trees, to trim and train the thriftiest new ones appear- 
ing, and to employ merely the leisure of the hands so engaged 
in extending this process to more of the land. From 200 acres 
of land, and 22,000 live oak trees to which, in 1829, the above 
system had been applied, it has, since 1831, been so continued 
and extended, thatthe nursery has become enlarged to 225 acres, 
and includes over 60,000 trees. The expense attending this has 
been about $1,200 a year: but should any considerable portion 
of the trees ever reach maturity, and attain a size suitable for 
ship building, the government will be amply repaid. As the 
trees grow larger, the annual expense concerning the same 
number will rapidly diminish. Doubts exist whether some of 
them, from the poverty of the soil, and their apparently dwarf- 
ish character, will ever attain a valuable size. But itis now 
too early for forming a decisive opinion on the extent to which 
the operation of these causes may affect the whole plantation, 
and under existing circumstances, sound policy appears to re- 
quire that the experiment, having gone so far,should be allowed 
a further and full trial. The nearness of the plantation to the 
Pensacola yard and water transportation, enhances much the 
value of any timber it may produce. Lately, I have not only 
placed this land under the general superintendence of the com- 
mander of that yard, but required his particular and constant 
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vigilance over the live oak reservations in all that region of 


country. The whole agencies heretofore connected with our 
live oak have, as before suggested, been discontinued; all the 
districts, except small portions of two, having been explored as 
fully as is deemed usetul till the surveys of the land into town- 
ships and sections shall be completed. Fast as they may be 
completed, arrangements have been made for additional reser- 
vations of public land on which live oak has been ascertained 
to abound, and the prospect of a sufficient supply of that kind 
of timber in future is flattering, if that on private lands, as these 
are wanted to be cleared for cultivation, be from time to time 
purchased at moderate prices, and placed in the depot for the 
frames of vessels specially authorised or collected under the 
head of gradual improvement. -On the whole subject I have so 
recently, and at such length, submitted to congress the views of 
this department, that further observations here are not deemed 
necessary. (See report on live oak to house of representatives, 
December 14, 1832.) 

Some miscellaneous matters connected with the navy deserve 
a brief notice. The usual attention has been bestowed on the 
suppression of the slave trade. ‘I'he colony of Liberia has been 
visited by the schooner Porpoise while in pursuit of a piratical 
vessel, and which vessel, it is gratifying to add, is supposed to 
have been since captured by a British brig, and her criminal 
career terminated near the island of St. Thomas, on the coast 
of Africa. One-half of the usual appropriation on the subject 
of the slave trade will probably be sufficient for the ensuing 
year, as may be seen by the state of the account herewith sub- 
mitted. (R.) 

The renewal of the appropriation for the relief of Alexander 
Claxton, made in May, 1830, has become necessary, in conse- 
quence of its having been transferred to the surplus fund before 
all the persons entitled to it were able to procure the necessary 
vouchers. 

The proceedings of the board appointed, under a resolution 
of congress, to revise the naval regulations, will be soon sub- 
mitted in a separate report. 

The survey of our sea coast having been placed in charge of 
the treasury departinent, it is notin ny power, officially, to state 
its progress; but officers have been detailed, and all available 
facilities provided, whenever the wishes of those supesintending 
the subject have been communicated. 

Some expenses, under the contingent appropriation for enu- 
merated objects, bave not been included under any of the 
amounts already mentioned, but they belong to courts martial, 
to pilotage of vessels, to transportation of materials, to the pur- 
chase of charts and books, and various other small items, form- 
ing an aggregate of about $80,000. 

On a review of the whole affairs of this department, it appears 
that its expenditures on all naval subjects, the past year, have 
been somewhat less than four millions of dollars. It will be 
seen how this result compares with former periods, by advert- 
ing to the fact that, during the last twenty years, these expen- 
ditures, except during five years of that time, have never fallen 
so low as three millions; and, except during six years of that 
time, have never exceeded four millions. 

The whole estimates made the past year, for the general wants 
of what is technically considered the navy, were only $3,176,766. 
Those for the year previous were $3,227,383. ‘Those for the 
present year are $3,292,224, (5S, 1 to 8). Butitis to be remem- 
bered that, under the head of naval expenditures, besides, what 
is paid from the amount voted on the annual naval estimates, it 
is customary to class what is paid from half a million appropri- 
ated for a term of vears to gradual improvement; alinost #200,000 
for the marine corps; the payments from the navy pension, hos- 
pital and privateer pension funds, and several miscellaneous 
sums mow by congress on motions, resolutions and petitions; 
and part of which sums, though charged under this head, have 
little or no concern with our naval establishment. On the con- 
trary, some of the expenses connected with the administration 
of the department, at this place, are included in the general ap- 
propriation bills for the support of government, and are not 
usually classed under the head of naval expenditures. 

It isa high gratification to be able to state that. since 1827, 
nearly halfa million a year has been disbursed for gradual im- 
provement; that within ten years a larger number than formerly 
of seamen and officers, with increased pay to four classes of the 
latter, have been maintained; very great and valuable improve- 
ments, besides the dry docks, have been begun and accomplish- 
ed at many of the yards, and our force in commission considera- 
bly augmented; and yet that all our ordinary naval expenditures 
are, and probably can be kept, within four millions of dollars 
annually. 

The smaller appropriations originally made for the navy serv- 
ed to maintain the few officers and seamen then employed, and 
supplied us with several fine vessels, four of which are still in 
existence. The subsequent appropriations on a more extended 
scale, besides supporting the current expenses of our force in its 
infancy, furnished the purchase money for most of our present 
yards, and defrayed the expenses of our brilliant hostilities with 
France, and afterwards with Tripoli; till a few years of compa- 
rative inactivity having ensued, the commencement and pro- 
gress of the last war with England led to a great addition to the 
naval establishment, and to expenditures much larger than at 
present. The liberal appropriations that were continued for 
some years after that war, aided in laying a good foundation for 
the gradual increase of the navy, and helped to build not only 
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of those upon the stocks. The appropriations for some Years 
past have been similar in amount, and have enabled the depart. 
ment to enlarge its policy, and widen the sphere of its operg. 
tions. Besides building some additional vessels, and defrayin 
all the current expenses of an increased force both personal ay, 
materiel, it has been able to erect hospitals, to construct dry 
docks, to improve, greatly, the old yards, to add and maintajn 
a new one on our southern frontier, and to collect in depot a 
large amount of valuable stores as a part of the due preparation 
in peace for the various contingencies of war. With a carefy| 
regard to system and economy, and with strict accountability in 
agents and officers, this policy ean long be pursued and extend- 
ed without making the ordinary annual demands for this branch 
of the service often exceed four millions; and if, without essen- 
tial changes by congress, increasing our present expenses, and 
without any unforeseen and extraordinary wants, our fisca) 
operations can usually be confined within that amount yearly, 
it is confidently hoped the naval establishment will not be con- 
sidered wasteful or burdensome beyond its benefits to the coun- 
try. 

In disbursing between three and four millions the past year, 
itis not known that a single instance of any loss has occurred, 

The balances on hand, unexpended, are about $1,400,000; but 
most of them will probably be wanted to close the different ac- 
counts, on all the different subjects, when finally adjusted. 

Connected with our financial concerns, is one other circum- 
stance of urgent importance. The period of time at which the 
annual appropriations for this branch of the service are usually 
made, is a source of great inconvenience and injury. 

The estimates and appropriations are known generally not to 
extend beyond the current year. Consequently, it happens that, 
after the lst of January, there is nothing on hand under some 
heads to meet the daily demands of the service, amounting, on 
an average, to $10,000 per day, unless a new appropriation has 
been made, or there happen to be some balances of the former 
year not called for. Under some heads, such balances always 
exist, because some disbursements, by means of absence, dis- 
tance and other causes, are not completed within the year. But 
they seldom exist under other important heads; and ought not 
to, if the accounts are seasonably settled, and the estimates 
were accurate, and the appropriations, as is usual, conformed 
to the estimates. The power now vested in the president to 
transfer a balance from one appropriation to another, is confined 
to certain classes of claims small in amount; and hence, as to 
all others, no transfer can legally be made, and if no balance re- 
main at the end of the year, and the new naval appropriation 
bills have not passed, payment is entirely stopped, or the whole 
operations of this department dependant on them are suspend- 
ed. Considering how large a part of these operations, and of 
our expenditures, necessarily takes place in distant quarters of 
the world, it will be seen that the embarrassment in this branch 
of the service must often be peculiar and aggravated. In the 
ease of bills of exchange drawn abroad, chargeable to appropri- 
ations already exhausted, the public faith, under the above cir- 
cumstances, is sometimes in danger of being violated; our cre- 
dit in foreign countries becomes injured; and the treasury, as 
actually happened during the last winter, is exposed to large 
losses if the holders choose to resort to protests and claims for 
the mercantile rate of damages. 

Under the present system of passing so late the naval appro- 
priation bills, it happens that, unless money voted under one 
head is, without authority, as was once the practice, applied 
under other heads, this unfortunate condition continues every 
short session of congress about two months, and every long ses- 
sion about four months. It can easily be remedied in two me- 
thods: One of them is, to make, previous to the Ist of January, 
new appropriations for a quarter or half of the year towards all 
permanent objects. By limiting them to such a time, and to 
such objects, and by taking the estimates of the former year as 
a guide, no inconvenience will interpose, and no error can oc- 
cur which may not be readily corrected when the residue of the 
appropriations for the whole year is voted ata later period in 
the session. Another mode is, to authorise the president to 
make necessary transfers from one head to another in all cases 
where the new naval appropriation bills do not pass by the com- 
mencement of the year, and to require from him areport to con- 
gress of the amount and causes of suchtransfers. If the autho- 
rity be thus restricted, it is difficult to discover any danger like- 
ly to result from its exercise; and itis believed that the surplus 
of balances on hand under some of the appropriations would 
usually prove sufficient to supply the wants under others. The 
detail and earnestness with which legislation on this subject is 
now urged, must find their excuse in my strong convictions that 
no measure whatever, requiring like this no increased expendi- 
tures, could be more conducive to the reputation and efficient 
operations of our naval establishment. 


Thus, sir, under an examination of its central administration, 
of its personal or civil and navy list, of its materials, with the 
appurtenants thereto, and of its miscellaneous concerns, I have 
submitted a review of all iis transactions and expenditures dur- 
ing the past year that possess any great degree of importance. 
This has been accompanied by suggestions for such improve- 
ments as observation and reflection have convinced me might 
be useful; and should they meet with the approbation of your- 
self and congress, I look forward with confidence to a long con- 
tinuance of prosperity in the affairs connected with this depart- 
ment. With great respect, yours, &c. 





many of the vessels now in commission and ordinary, but most 


LEVI WOODBURY. 
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